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| To thie Bookſeller. 


EP perſon of great Learning and Pity, 


I think no man will gain-ſay 3 which if bt 
did, he would be ſufficiently confuted by 
that bis moſt Excellent and Divine Trea- 
tiſe. He -was alſo of that Chriftian-like 
temper of meehpeſs and modeſty, rarely to 
be found in the beſt of jen bf theſe fla- 
gitious times , that owt of a et enmi- 
ty and averſion to vain-glory , be purpoſe- 
iy concealed bis name 3 which bath been 
the, occaſion of as many conjeiures ( al- 
moſt) to know who he was, as there have 
been ſerntinies td find out the head-ſpring 
and original ſource of the River Nile. 
For my part, 1 ſhall not (though I could ) 
break the rules of Decency and good Man- 
ners, to ſatisfie the itching Jer of the 
over-curions, in divulging that which the 
Author bimſelf was ſo careful to conceal. 
—----Cum vides velatam, quid inquiris 1n 
rem abſconditam ? This is certain, and 
1 will adventure at the boldneſs to ſay, 
that all thoſe | ſeveral Diſcourſes which 
have appeared abroad in the W orld 7 


To the Bookſeller. 


der our Authors name , were not written. 
by bim ; but whoever were the Authors, 
it canngt be denyed , but that they have 
written them with the greateſt Tudgment, 
Learning, and Piety imaginable, and that 
they are only worthy of imitating ſo you 
4 Divine as our Author. 


Yours in all Civil Offices, 
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THE | 

Vanity of the Creature, 
HE Creatures. Vanity and 
Murability j is ſo great, that 
it ſhould be the greateſt 
_ incentive to us to look to 
the Supream good, as the only Center 
of our Happineſs and Felicity. Since 
the Sunmm bouum of Man lies in ſome- 
thing-more ſublime and excellent than 
any Created Being , it's not in vain for 
him, in order to attaining. the: true ob- 
jet of his real Happineſs, to take a 
Contemplarive. view of the Creatures 
| . vanity, winch is moſt perſpicuouſly de- 
monſtrable even m Monarchies, . which 
Bodin tells ris, are more durable than 
Popular States, -\becauſe:lets fubject ro 
be divided ; (Unity being, the -great 


Preſerver. of all things :)''and yet have - 
theſe had, as the Moon, not onlycheir 
| B 


7 . 
= 


;3 | The Vanity of the Creature. 
increaſe and full light , but alſo their ' 


wainand changes, . and this ſometimes 
in a moment. Thatas in Muſick you 
ſhall hear ſometimes a ſtring tur'd up 
to its ultinmm potentie, as high as it will 
bear, and preſently depreficd again to 
the loweſt Key, and another elevated, 


yet both of them breathing but light | 


Airs, and of ſhort contmuance : So 
may you {ce aMonarchy now wound up 
to the higheſt pitch of Happineſs, and 
by and by let down again into the tow- 
eſt depths of miſery. This is Gods 
, and it 15marvelious in our 


And here I ſhall begin with' thoſe | 


Empires and Monarchies that were moſt 
famous among the reſt. | 

For how ſoon was the Aſian ot 
Babylonian Monarchy fwallow'd up by 
the Perſian the Perſian by the Greek or 
Macedonian Empire , and the Greek by 
the Roman ? 'which the Pro wr rok 
preſents unto'us, by the Saver, 


Braſs, and-Ivon,: whereof Nebuchadurs. 
zars Image confifted, Dan.2.32. . The 
. diſſo- 
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 TheV anity of the Creatvire. 3 
diffolation of one, as in natural things, 
ſo here, being ſtill che generation of a- / 
nother ; and again,the etefion of the 
later being the deſtraftion of the former, 

And as for the Roman Monatchy, 
their own Hiſtorian can tell us of that, 
how it had both its Infancy , Youth; 

Manhood, and Old age, as it were by 
turns: As its Infancy under Kings , 
its Youth undet Conſuls, irs Manhood 
from the firſt Punick Wat unto the 
time of Auguſtus Ceſar, and from that 
time its Old age tinder the fucceeding 
Emperours ; 3 until at length chat ſolid 
Body was torn afunder by the ſtrug- 
lings of her own Children; into” the 
Eaſtetn and Weftern Empires, whereof 
the former was ſoon eaten ont by the 
Twarks and Saracens, and the later alſo 

fell away much, after a little revolytion 

of time, by the falling off of divers 

Nations front her, each of which aftet 

| they had plnck'd off their own fearhers 

from the Rowan Faple, Tefther almoſt 
naked; Asthe Franks and —_—— 

B 7 l 


"a OST 


4 TheVanity of the Creature. 


in France, the Goths in Spain, the Nor- 
mans and Lombards in Italy, - together 
with the Engliſh and Scots in Britain -: 


until at the laſt caſt the Rowan Monar-  ' 


chy begana- little to recal her ſelf, into 


Germany , where ſhe hath held up, ſince 


little more than the bare name of the 
Empire. So that Viciſlitude you ſee is 
the great Emprels of the world , unto 
whole , unſtay'd Dominion all earthly 
Powers and Principalities muſt be {ub- 
Jet ,. even thoſe that. are of the, firſt. 
Magnitude,much more others that move 
m a lower Orb. 

And of theſe I ſhall fi ngle out only 
three, which I conceive moſt eminent, 
to be inſtanced in for this point. 

The firſt-is Tudea , whoſe Govern- 
ment was Monarchically ſetled by God 
himſelf; yet how oft did ſhe hi her 
Lords and Maſters, yielding her ſelf as. 
it were ſucceſſively firſt to the Babylo- 


mian, and after that 'to'the Roman; Per- 


ſian, Saracen, Chriftian, Ag yptian, and, 
mow: to the Turk;ſb NO That as, 
| the- 


{ 
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The Vanity of the Creature. 5 
the Poet ſpake of Troy, Fuit Ilinm ; fo 


may we of' Jeruſalem , her Metropolis, 
Fuit Hieroſolyma,that Jeruſalem was;She 
was great among the Nations, or Domina 
Gentinm, the Lady of the Nations \, bur 
now, Nor ſic ut olini, it hath not been 
with her for theſe many Generations 
paſt, as in former days, (to uſe Job's 
words in his ewenty ninth Chapter, ſe- 
cond and third- verſes) when God pre- 


ſerved her, when bis Candle bined upon 


her bead, and when by that light ſhe walk- 
ed through darkneſs ; but Servants have 
ruled over her, and there was none to de- 
liver her ont of their bands. Which is 
a good Lecture of Mutability to other 
Kingdoms arid their Mother-cities: For 
Teruſalent was once a holy and happy 
City, 'and had been happy ſtill, had ſhe 
but- continued holy ; but thar failing, 
How is her Gold become dim , bow is 
her fine Gold chang'd into Droſs ! as ſhe 
complains her ſelf 

- The ſecond Example I rod ace here 
1s Naples , which we may well call. the 
B 3 Ball 
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Ball. of Providence : And indeed fo it 
| Was, being bandied from one Lord to 
another ten ſeveral times,before it came 
to lie (as now it doth) at the foot of 
Spain. . For being a Countrey at firſt 
diverſly peopled, it was upon the di- 
viſion allotted to the Eaſtern Empe- 
rours, but from them ſorc'd by the Ab 
mains , and ſp to the Greeks and Sara- 
cens , and then ſucceſſively hurried a- 
bout to the Normans, Germans, French, 
Hungarians, Arragonoys, and from them 
to the Frencb again ; till in the end the 
Spaniard (eiz2d upon it : and whether 
ie will continue ak with him or no, 
is very uncertain 3 eſpecially if we re- 
member how of late years a poor Fiſh- 
erman (Meaſſinello by name) ſnatch'd up 
_ the Reins' of Government from him, 


and (had not God otherwiſe determi- 
ped of that Kingdom , by infatuating _ 


that Muſhrome-King ) for ought we 
know , he might haye run quite away 
with them 3 fo ſlippery are all earthly 
Kiogdams | 't 4 eee fn 
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The Vanity of the Creature. 7 
3- But not to lookout any longer 


to other Nations of Chriſtendom , (me+ 
thinks) we may inſtance this beſt by 


| reflecting upon our ſelves. For you 


all know (I ſuppoſe) how the Romans, 
Saxons, Danes, and Normans, had each 
of them. their” ſeveral and alternate 
days of . Lordſhip over this Nation 
bur yet becauſe they did not know in 
thoſe their days the things that belong- 
ed unto their Peace, how do we ſee 
the ſhadows of the night ſtretched out 
upon them, their Suns ſet with us, and 
their days ſhut in ! | 

The longeſt day we read of, was that 
in Joſhnab's time, wherein though the 
Sun ſtood ſtill in Gibeon for the ſpace - 
of a whole: day, yet fer it did atlaſt. 

The day.of the Rowzans was long up- 
on our Horizon , for the Sun of their 
proſperity ſhone here for the ſpace. of 
tour hundred-years and more; yet did 


' it then go dawn as to us in this Nation, 


| 
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'L The Vanity of the Creature. 
in, the day of the Saxons conti- 
nued five hundred years and upwards 3 
That of the Danes rwo hundred fifty 
five: years, or thereabouts. 
. And how long the day of the Nor- 
mans hath laſted:,. every petty Alma- 
" nack can tell.us. I, and if none of 
thoſe Suns come to riſe again within our 
Hemiſphere, (when the fins of this Na- 
tion axe ripe , and call for Gods fickle 
to cut them down.) it's beſide his ordi- 
nary rule , which uſually runs out all 
Humane things by a changeable circum- 
ference ; for ſo Selomon tells us in- his 
Book of Eccleſi aftes, That the Sun riſes, | 
and the Sun goes down , and baſtetb to 
the place where he aroſe. * 

Neither is this all ,* that the Powers 
and Pruncipalities on earth are upon a 
daily turn , ' but as the Primun Mobile 
(you know) carries about the other 
Spheres; ſo do theſe carry about ma- 
ny other changes and alterations with 
them : As that of Religian, Laws, Lis | 
berties, Sciences ,Cuſtoms,and ſuch like, : 


| Nayy 


ih 
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_ Nay, even the Houſes of God, which 


before to violate, was held a Crime in- 
expiable, yer are they now upon ſuch 
removes broken down without ſcruple ; 
and the very Urns of the Dead, which 
have been always look'd upon as Sacred 
Cabinets to preſerve the Bodies of Gods 
Saints in for Ecernity,yet are they now 
broken up , and their Aſhes thrown a- 
bour , (fuch is the unſctledneſs vf all 
things here below) even as the vileſt 
Duſt' upon the face of the earth. | 

Beloved, it hath been ever thus upon 
the converſi on of fuch great Bodies, 
and it js ſoſtill : for never was there 
any converſion in this Land like to that 
our eyes have ſeen'of:Jate; That if any 
one ſhould have flept + but ſome few 
years laſt paſt (as the Ancients' fain of 
Epimenides) and ſhould have awaked 


again in theſe.times:,”- how would he 


1 wonder at thoſe ſtrange Metamorphoſes 
| that are now among us, ' thers-being 


Nova rerum facies, A new face of things 
| both in Church and State | [ Inſomuch, 


$0 TheVanity of the Creatwe. 

(as Mr, Harding ſpake- fometimes of 
Rome , That he did querere Roman in 
Kowa, That he did ſeek Rome in Rome, 
and coald not find it, ) ſo. may we ſay 
now, That we may querere Angliam in 
Anglia, That we may now ſeek for old 
Exglend in our new Emgland , and yet 
go without it , it is fo much changed 
trom what it was before. 

And' as we have ſeen much of this 
already', ſo who knows but we may 
come to {ce a great deal! more hereat- 
ter? Since we know not what a Day 
may bring forth. | 
| ly , Nether is this true only 
in 'Empires' and; Monarchies, but alſo 
in Cities and their popularGovernments. 
Eiiem ſunmmis negatum eft urbibus ſtare 
din; ſays the Moraliſt. And to this 
purpoſe tends that of the Author to 
the Hebrews, Heb. 13.14. 'We bave bere 
x0 abiding City , but we look for one to 


come, whoſe foundation is in the heavens. | 
There is then no City on earth, nor | 
any kind of Gayernment in it that  ©+ | 
Wo $ 
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TheV auity of the Creature, 11 
ver ſtood up long in one poſture, none 
that ever was, or ſhall be abiding. Paſs 
ye up to Calneh and ſee, ſays the Pros» - 
Pphet, Amos 6. 2. and from bence go to 
Hemath the Great, and ſo to Gath of 
the Philiſtins. So, paſs ye up to Athens 
the cye of Greece fr Knowledge and 
humane Literature, and ſee ; and from 
thence go to Rome , the Head of the 
Weſtern Empire, and ſo come to' Flo- 
rence, the Beauty of Italy; (for I for- 
bear to name mare , Examples in this 
kind being almoſt infivite) in all which 
you may read this truth at large. 

And firſt for Athens: How many 


$ changes of Governours and Govern- 
q ments did ſhe endure? putting her ſelf 


off from Hereditary Kings to Archons, 


| or Ariſtocxatical Lords , 'who governd 


hrſt for term of life, then decennially ; 
and after theſe, ro Democratical Ru- 


Hers. 


Next far Rome ; how oft hath that 


City heen alterd by Gault , Hannes, 
JPnbe and Fandels7 


Yea 


-—— - —— ee 
A . 


The; oh Den loe® 
"Yea, how oft hath the Covernment” 
of it been paſs'd away from one hand 
- ro-another? - 

+ It is myſtically covreſhemad to us 
Rev. 1 7.3- by the beaſt of ſeven heads, 
which is there interpreted by"the ſever 
Hills it 1s buile upon, to be Rome: And 
according to the number of rhoſe Hills, 
to ſo many Maſters did-ic ſubmit it (elf, 
who had their ſeveral .curns of ſupreme 


.. powerand regiment over her;as Kings, 
| Confſuls, Diftators, Decemviri, Tribunes, 
Emperours, and: Popes : under the laſt 
of which; I do not find that it was ever 
Belieg ed b any that took it not : ſuch 
ſtrange, mdblings s hath that Sea had exp&- 


rience of ! 

Laſt of all for F "Ku It is ſtrange 
to'tell- what / various whirlings about | 
chat hath had in pojac of Supreme Rule 
and power. -For at firſt -the:Nobility | 
ruled it in an Ariſtocratical way. But | 
a little after, ſome Grandeesamong the | 
people wreſted .it to.themſelves; who | 
being tired out ' with continual quarrel- | 

| lings | 
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TheV atity'of the Creature. (x3 
2s onewith another;: (for the people 
ms divided mto three CE) the mid- 
| Rdle fort! of them. took\upon them the 
mmanagement- of- the State. _"— theſe 
alſo; falling quickly. together 'by the 
ears , the' third and loweſt ſort 
Maſters of it. © Which holding 
long , by.-reaſon of - their mutu Af 
cords , . they- yield themſelves  and' the 
Goyernment-of their City unto Charles 
of . France,Brother. to. Lewis the Ninth; 
who within 'a ſhort; tune being:/invited 
ta the Kingdom of Noples, and leaving 


4 only, Deputies at Flrence',” the Floren- 


tines return-:to thetr Popular Govern- 
ment, -and 'renew their Civil Wars a- 
mong themſelves ; For redreſs where- , 
of, they ſend for the Duke-of Athens, 


J and give: up all to-big., ' But- ſhortly: 


they uppoling theniſelvesto be bravight: 
$ m.bondage,, and. to--be-deſpoiled of 
| their Liberty by the-fear 'of his Guard; 
F baniſh, hin the City ,--and withiglels: 
& than one years ſpace ſhake off his" 
4 yernment over them. Afﬀter wh 
they 


vifing 
and 4 
wr > meme 
| > broagirg better order'd, than if it 
had been commicted to Mad men, 'or 
Chuldren without diſcretion , tlie City 
ſcaxce: twenty years together keeping 
the fame form of State :* bat as fick 
men in Feavers (fays Bodinus ) defire 
to be removed now hither, and by and 
by thither, or from one bed to aniorher, 
as if the Diſeaſe were in the places where 


own Bothes 5 fo were the Florentines 
Kill rucging thoir Scace, till they curn'd 
| ie into” the hands of the Midiees, who 
now hold it. ' A thing almoſt ihered#- 
ble, (fays he) did nor their own Recor- 
der leave it recorded'to poſterity. 
. - But in the-ſecond place let ws def 
cend to Families or Races of men tht 
| are lincally ſucceſſive: for Name and 
Grcamels. | 
And 


they lay, and nor'in the intrelsof thei 


pI the Crexture. 15 

And here let me ask;where are thoſe 
Iluftrious Families cried wp fo much 
informer times, and famous in their 
Generations ? 

As the Couragious Family of the 
Maccabees in Jewry , and of the Pole- 
mes in Ap ypt. 

Again, where is the Zihrarcies Fami- 
ly in the feſs Aſie, and the Imperial Fa- 
mily of the Paleologi in Greece ? 

That of the Merovignians in France ? 

Of the Plantagerets im England, with 
many more of this rank I might name, 
did' not the'narcow' compaſs of ſo fmall 
a Treatiſe bound me ? , 

Tell mes not the Name and Great- 
nes of theſe Families long ſince expi- 
red, the Roots and Branches of them 
- quite: remov'd , and odhers planted in 

da rooms'? Examples of this ſort are 
inamerable, as Elbe {ays in 7ob- He 
__y in pteces mighty alwalkink mmem= 

3 (fo mighty Famihes without tum- 
we and jreup others in their _ 
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- And as for-ſuch Families as are: 6f 7 
lower form, we need not-.go far.; 
fince our own knowledge; here ;will 


lead us to. continual changes and alte2 


rations. . 

: For hon haſt ſeen it may be mia: 
ny Families heretofore in this Nation, 
brim-full of earthly happineſs, and run- 
ning over; and now upon thy ſecond 
view of them; behold there is no ſuch 
thing, but they are much alter'd , and 

running very low. in the world, if not 
clean run out.: 

So that proſperity (you ſee) was 
never yet {o cntaild upon _any;Family, 
and. the Heirs Cands but. within a 
little. time ſome'one or other o—_ cut 
it off. | þ 

But laſt of 4, if we look ___ par- 
ticular perſons, this will appear moſt 
evident; but ef; y if we conſider 
them three ways. In reſpe& of their 
Bodies, Minds, and Eſtates. 

Gregory Na%4anzen hath an excellent 
ſaying of the two former joyntly. con- 


fider'd; 
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ſider'd,” whichis this ; lad n 3» © ouitom winw 
dhg'_y drivers; if rods of buds dvnir Welt ind wie Bubope of a5} 
2uduphe pwn, 6 3 eigen xg] force x'di Shorne mo3; penaniafermt- 
ae, We arc not mixt. Creatures only, 
but alſo.contrary both. to others and 
our ſelyes:- not continuing truly the 
lame, no not ſo much as one day ; but 
both in regard of our Bodies and Minds, 
perpetually flowing and perpetually 
changing. | 
-. And we can inſtance this in all the 
ſtages of our life , wherein by the or- 
dinary courſe of Nature , we are firſt 
weak, and then ſtrong, and after weak; 
again. As in our Childhood, we- are 
then weak: both in Body and Mind ; in 
our Youth, ſtrong in Body and weak in 
Mind ; and in our Manhood,ſtrong in 
both ; but in ,our Old age,ſtrong in 
Mind and weak in Body ; and in our 
Decrepit , weak again in both, as we 
were in our Childhood at the firſt. 
Bur to leave this general conſidera- 
tion of them , and to look upon them 
now more diſtinctly ane feyerally by 
C them- 


The Vanity of the Creature. 17 


- 
- << E 


138. The Vanity of the Creature. 
themſelves. And firſt for the change 
5 py Perſons in regard of their 
ies 

And here it is true of them; what 
Seneca affirms, viz. That no man is the 
ſante to day , he was yeſterday : Ego ipſe 
(ſays he) dum bc loquor vntati; nnitd- 
- 19 ſum. Our Bodies (ſays heYare like 
a River , which keeps nothing but the 
bare name that was firſt given-it'; - foe 
as touching the preſent individual 'mat- 
ter, which is the watry ſubſtance of it, 
thisis always tranflent,and  orher comes 


mto its room : And fo t' is with the. 
Body of Man , which 1s always recek 


ving in new Air and Life, and venting 
the former. Which makes David pro- 
fels of himſelf , that herwas tofs'd 'by 
and down like the Locuſt ;- and 7; 

compares Man for his bodily ſubſtance 
toa flower that never continues in ont 


ſlay, fob 14-3. For now we are ſtrong, 
and by and by weak ; now beauriful, 


and preſently deformed. ' A little Fit 
of the Feave?, ' Small Pox, or the like, 
h alters 
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The Vanity of the Creature. 19 
alrersusſo, as if we were not the ſame 
meri we- were before ; infomuch that 
we hear ſome ſpeaking thus unto us,—- 
Hen quantum mutatus ab #lo! Alas, how 
hath rhisfit alter'd you from what you 
were in your health ! for how are your 


| lips grown pallid , at + our cheeks diſco- 
{ 


lour'd, your eyes into their holes, 
and your face quite disfigur'd! And o- 
thers there be of -our acquaintance 


that like Jobs three friends do lift up 


| rheir eyes afar off, and know us 'not ; 


ſo much are we chang” dm reſpeQof our 
, Bodies! |  -\ 

But Secondly, Let'us'confiderit alfo 
in'reſpe@ of 'tnens Minds. 
' And' here (to ſay nothing of a moral 
change, which'1s obvious every where) 
as onthe” 6ne fide we find nothing more 
notable Q#inimennio Neronis , tharr che 
firſt five years of Nero's Reign, ''anid 
more excelleht than his Yourh':"Yet 
#fterwards;ltaving well caſted rhe” {fweet 
morſel of Soveraignty, he became {lays 
one) the moſt deteſtable Tyrant that 


GC -3 ever 
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ever was: And ſo allo of Herod the 
Great, Philo ſays, that be Reign'd. fix 
years as a, good and juſt Prince ,, pre- 
ſenting the Protaſis of his . Reign, with 
a large Fringe of, Gpodneſs; about its 
(as Joa%, Amazzas, and Otias. did )- but fo 
as for . the Cataſtrophe of. it, that was || V 
very {ad and fearful. So onthe'othet | NM 
ſide , we find Manaſſeh, and Paul ſoaks R 
ing the forepart of their, Lives in-Blood; || ® 
being no better at ficſt then Nero was || P' 
at the laſt,even a piece of clay temper! tt 
with blood ; yet was their end like the || 

end of Davids good man, Thr end of |, © 

that man 3s peace,Plah37;'37+” - | 

But to wave theſe, {whereof mnch | P: 
might be ſaid, . did ic not quite! lie-out || *© 
of my.road I am now:in); and to. itt; | 

fiſt only upon, the changeableneſs.that U 

doth naturally adhere to-the) migd.of | 
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ow tell me, if; any. thing in-che 
world may be ſaid to be, mare mover; 
ble than the mind of man. - '|,,' ++; 
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The Vanity of the Creature. 21 
"At is a Spiritual ſubſtance , and fo is 
ehways moving , (though inſenſibly) 


from one thing unto another ; never 
reſting, until at laſt like 'Noab's dove it 


|| betakenind the Heavenly Ark. S.Chry- 


ſoſtome therefore compares it to a Bird, 
which flies in a moment of time over 
Mountains and Hills, ever Seas and 
Rocks, without any hinderance : for 
now it is upon the loweſt Shrub, and 
preſently upon” the higheſt branch of 
the talleſt Cedar ; now upon heavenly, 
and within the twinkling of an eye 
upon earthly things; now at Dar, and 
in' a trice at Beerſheba, now at one 
part of the earth, and then at another : 
for ſomerimes it is foaring after Princi- 
palities and Powers,and ſpiritual Wicked- 
neſſes in' bigh places , as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks ; then afrer Riches, and by and 
by! tk pleaſures 3 now rejoycing, and 
then ſorrowing ; now quieted, and im- 
mediately troubled , and as ſoon paci- 
fled again; inow hoping, and ſtraight- 
nay fearing thoſe hopes 3 now-'loving, 
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"oi The: Vapity of the. Creotyre. 
and then bating what it: loved before, 


Sic omuia mutabilit ati ſubjarent . (ſays $t. 
Auguſtine, )'- Thus do all: things lie 


down under mutabilicy ! And itamaz'd | 


Saint Bernard jargcb, togonfider how in 
the ſame moment of time his-mind was 
not only diverſly,, but likewiſe contta- 
nily affected , and as i; were pull:d a 
pieces betwixt:love and hatred, joy and 
ſorrow, fear'and hope 3: having as many 
varieties. of | affections within him , as 
there were diverſities of things in the 
world for theni to light upon; 


So that. you.; ſee bow. the: ſeveral 
Paſſions af our Minds do jn a breath, ' 


and with the tyirriing of a hand, ficer 
divers ways, :#ar(t looking ane way,and 
then another: \according* as they'are 
wheeled abouc:wich the motions of OUt- 
ward Contingencies | 

But in the- Cibialece,pnd ſhall add un- 
to the formes,r; the great: changes that 


particular mbn@re {ubjeR to in regagy | 


of their outward Eftates and -Fortundd. | 
For the cang! if) Mortals (laysa | 
""%; WS Hea- | 
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 TheVanity of the Creature. 22 
Heathen man )hath its turns and returns, 
both of : Proſperity and Adverſity. 

That as in a Military, skirmiſh there 
be ſome come up to diſcharge , while 
others fall off: So is it in the World's 
Militia. 

One there is that is raisd out of the 
Duſt to fit among Princes : whereas 
there is another that is flung down-from 
the pinnacle of worldly joy and proſpe- 
rity, and ſtated, as Job was, upon the 
Danghil. And this doth the Preacher 


tell us, among the reſt of thoſe changes 


that fell under his obſervation , That 
one comes out of Priſon to Reign, (as 
Queen Elz4beth did out.of the Tower 
to the Throne) whereas alſo there'is he 
that is born in his Kingdom,and becomes 
very poor; (as our Henry the Thizd 
was , While che lived ſometimes on the 
Churches Alms. ) ; 
God hath appointed us (faith one 
well) all our parts to play, and hath 


| not in their; diſtribution. been either 


{pare-handed to the meaneſt , nor; :;yet 
partial to the greateſt, C4 He 
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" He gave 'Caivs Marius at'firſt the 
part of a Carpenters Son, but afterwards 


'the' part of ' one - that was feven times 


Cotilul. 'Soallo Agathocles the part of a 
Potters Son at the firſt, : but afterwards 
of the King of Sicily. 


So alſo on the "ie fide , Darins 


'play'd the part one while of - the great- 


eſt Emperour; and another time of the 


. moſt - miſerable Beggar , begging but a 


little water to quench the-drought of 
Death. And Bajazet play'd the Grand 
Signior 1 i the morning, but in the even- 
ing ſtood for Tamerlains footſtool. 

And Fane Shore, Edward the Fourths 
Minion , a&s now 'as Miſtreſs of a 
ſtately Palace, and a little after dies in 
a Ditch for want of a Houſe;''and (as 
he ſaid of Tearms ) fo may weof her, 
Fhat---Nomina fecit aquis,ſhe gaveName 
to the place where ſhe died), * it being 
call'd from her Shore-ditch'ts this day. 

' ''But'I forbear; ſince thetis enough 
recorded for our aſe in' the!$ycredSeri- 


ptures to this puppoſe; WEEN | 
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' The Vaiiity of the Creature. 75 
an example of the one 1n-David, who 
ſays; that God took bim fron following 
the Exes with young, and et him upon 
the Throne ; [there to feed. (as he ſays) 
Jacob his people ; and. Irael bis Inberi- 
tance, And to goilower-yet, not on] 
from the ſheepfold, ſo he fays,P/al.1 1 2. 
7. and 8 verſes ;' God takes the poor out 
of the Duft ; | and the needy out of the 
Dunghill, that he may | ſet him among 
Princes, even with the Princes of his 
le. Now more vile and contempti- 
ble than the Duſt we tread upon, which 
the leaſt breath of wind commands an 
way; or than the worſt of duſt, which 
is that of the Dunghil, we-cannot . be ; 


| yet [theſe are they (lays the Pſalmilt ) 


whom he ſets among Princes, even with 


the Princes of his people. 


An example of the other we have 
in Antiochus, 2 Mac. g. 9g. who was ſo 
fll'd with Pride through the rankneſs of 
his Proſperity, that he thought he mught 
command the Sea, (fo proud: was he, 
laysthe Text, beyond the condition of 
| man ) 
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man) and farther, that he could weigh' 


the Mountains'in a ballance, and reach 
upto the Stars of Heayen: yetby and 
by is his Combcue, all his Glory worm- 


eaten, and none able to'endure him for 


the filthine(s of his (ſmell. 
Adde to this the example of Baltha- 


%Aar ,: Dan.'5. 5. who was now carou- | 


{ing in the Conſecrated Veſſels that Ne- 
buchadnezz.ar his Grandfather had plun- 
dred the Temple of, and Houſe of God 
at Jernſalem, as you may ſee, 2 Kings 
chap. laſt. But in the ſame hour (ſays 
the Text) came out the hand-writing 
of the wall againſt him, and then was 
the Kings countenance chang'd', his 
thoughts troubled , the joynts of - his 
Loyns looſed, and his Kingdom given 
away to the Medes and Perſtans. 

Thus are we for outward: things like 


{o many Counters, which ſtand one. 


while for a pound , and another for a 


Y- 
That as we ſee commonly in High- 
ways, where one man hath ſet his foot, 
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The Vanity of the Creature. 27 
another preſently follows him and treads 
it out again; fo is it uſually, That if 
one man beat out an Honour or Eſtate 
to: himſelf , * another comes after and 
treads out that impreſſion : and whole 
it ſhall. be next,there is no man knows. 


Nay, Lucan, Ipſa wices natura ſubit--—- 


Even the whole courſe of Nature runs 
about in a circular motion. Our Bo- 
dies, Minds, and outward felicities, 
whatloever we are, or whatſoever we 
have, are all ſubje& to change 1n ſuch 
wiſe, that we can have no aſſurance of 
them, no not for a day. We know 
not what a day may bring forth. 

And fo much for the demonſtration 
of this truth, 1%. That there is ſuch a 
Vicifſitude. 


The next thing is the Efficient Cau- 
ſes of it. For we never know any 
thing throughly, (ſays the Philoſopher ) 
untill we know the Cauſes of it. 

Now in ſpeaking to this, I ſhall pro- 
ceed; 1. Negatively , 2. Affrmarively. 
1. Nega- 
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1. Negatively,in ſhewing what have 
been thomght to be the cauſes'of all 
Changes and Alterations, yet are not fo 
indeed. And here the. Epicures. and 
vulgar Heathen have thought Fortune 
to be' the cauſe of them: And they 
define it thus to-be, An Event of things 
without Reaſon. 

But how unceaſonable it is to ſay, 
That an Event, of Things. without a 
Cauſe , ſhould be the Cauſe of all E- 
vents, judge ye. 

For it was only the ignorance of the 
true Cauſes ,. that made the name of 
Fortune; there being nothing fortui- 

tous in it ſelf, , but only to us and our 
ignorance ; ſince the. power and provi- 
dence of God hath the ordering and 
diſpoſing of all chings here below. And 
this did the wiſer ſort among them con- 
fels, as the Satyriſt tells us. 


Nullum. mien abeſt ſt fit prudentia fed te 
Nos facizns Fortuna Deam----- 
"= Others 
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The Vanity of the Creature. 5g 
''-, Others again, ' as the Stoitks , make 
Fate or 'Deftiny the cauſe of all Altera- 
tions, which:they ſay is an Event that 
neceſfarily falls out, trom a certain ine- 
vitable order'and conneCtion of Natu- 
ral Cauſes, «(working withont the will 
of God , as the'Supreme Orderer and 
Diſpoſer of them , he being ſubjected 
to them, and not they to him : where- 
by they take 'away the very Nature of 
the Godhead, which [is "to be a moſt 

werful and free Agent , that works 
what, and: by what meahs'it pleafes; 
all ſecondary' cauſes depending upon 
that;' and that'upon none. 

But enough'of theſe':'' For I muſt 
remember my felf,rhat I am now ſpeak- 
ing to Chriſtzans',” who acknowledye 
the Divine Providence in all things ; 
and therefore ſhall ſpeak no more of 
theſe Negative and ſuppoſed Cauſes, 
bur ſhall now give you the true Effici- 
cent Cauſes of them, by way of Afﬀer- 
mation. | , 
And 
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And here know , that Logicient tell 
us of two Efficient Cauſes; Principal, 
and leſs Principal : And this is nrcian 
Impulſive,:aynd Inſtrumental. - | 71+ 
Firſt then,the Priccipal Cauſe'of all 
Changes. and Alcerativns 1s God: "for 
ſo ſaid x the kieathen mar; 24 


{13 1 
OT he © ima font | 
Mmtare, @« infignem attenuat oy 
Obſenrs mid { 


C 


But why borrow 1 weapdns from FU 
Philiftins: torge , When ay there 15! 6+ 
nough for his, that may be drawn: out 
of , Gods Armory of the Scriptures? as 
Pſal. 75.6, 3+ Prepvtivn, ys —_— 

», comes. wither fromthe F Ezft : 
from the Weſt; nor, from the Sointh ; bis 
God the udge, be puts down one, and 
ſets up! another. ' \S0 allo1/Job 34.29. 
When be gives Quietneſs, who can make 
Trouble ? , and. when be' bides bis face, 
who can behold him ; whether it be done 
(lays Elibs ) againſt a Nation, or againſt 

4 


IK 


© 435 5-2-2 -. 


Tx 4 particuler man only ? 
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Again,Amos 5.8. 
He makes the Sewen Stars. and Orion, 
and, turns the ſhadow of | Death into the 
morning : The Lord 1s hid-Nawe, - 

The Oratour expreliech ths. well, by 

_—_—_ Gods Omnipotency: to ;the 
——_ of the Saul over the. Members 
of the Body, - which upon. the leaſt 1n- 
timation of the Mind do. 4urg and move 
about - with: all facility. { New. God 
(ays he) is the ſole Mind of, the Uni- 
verſe, | and hath all partsand parcels 
thereof at his beck and pleaſure ,. to 
be tura'd into any ſhape or form at Hip 
diſpoſal, 

[Nay , it is no: diſhogour for God to 
caſt:;the eye.,of | his Providence upon 
thei! alteration even of the meaneſt 
things : for who i like, ſays the Plal- 
miſt,: to the Lord eur God, who hath bis 
dwelling on bigh, and yet bumbles himſelf 
' to beholdthe things in Heaven and Earth? 
Not only to behold the things in Hea- 
ven, which is a great condeſcention to 
bim , - whom the Heaven and the Heawer 


of 
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of Heawinttanhot contain';” but alfothe 1 
things'i in Farth: ' Now how unworthy 
theſe are of” his taking notice of 3 you 
may ſce'by thoſe diminutive expreſſi- 
6nis.of themn,compa red with Gods -great- 
_” p "Bihatd, nhe 15::Where the Prophet 
the Nations are but" as the 
of 4 Bucket, and ate counted as the 
” ws the Ballance ; 3  Bebold-, he 
t 4 a4'd wery' little ring. 
A this: hh notolow' enough /fo 
he ſays farther, ©; 17. That all 
anon bim are'as nothing,” "and 
are connted to bim'as leſs than nothing. 
Now look what a wide difference there 
& betwixrtthe Sea/and a Bucket of wa- 
ter, 'yez the drop of a Bucket ;:orbe- 
xwixt'a heap of 'duſt'; and the-.ſmall 
-duſt of” the ballance-; «-berwixe 'very 
"great andvery little 3- betwixcall chings 
and nothing at all ,''yea leſs then no- 
thing, (if leſs could: be: :) ſo vaſt is the 
diſproportion berwixt God and all Na- 
tions, which are the greateſt among all 
earthly things- And: yet: for all, __ 


*Gad pleaſed ſo far to extenuate his 
own. greatneſs , and to take off from 
it, as. ro look afterthem, and run 
them about in their ſeveral ſtages from 
ohe point unto another. 

And if you would have this truth to 
be made out further unto you, our Sa- 
viour doth it, Mat. 10.2 9. by two ſeve- 
ral inftances. 

- The one is of two Sparrows, which 
are little birds and of {mall value ; 
but the Greek yet runs it more diminu- 
tively, 4+ 5-5 two little ſparrows; and 
ſo they muſt needs be , for they were 
ſold both even fora farthing ; and this 
is price little enough. Yet the Arabick 
makes it leſs, and hath for it Phals, 
which is the leaſt piece of money that 
can be; and accordingly expreſſes the 
two Mites ſpoken -of , Mark 12. 42. 
(which .makes but one Farthing) by 
Phalſain in the dual number , asa late 
and learned Expoſitor notes. 

The other is of the Hairs npon our 
Heads, being 2 kind of Excrement be- 
D 'Fonging 
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longing to our Bodies, and no integral 


or neceſlitous -part .of them, (as the _ 
Heart, Hands, and Feet are 3) and yet * 


he tells us , 'that God numbers theſe, 
and takes ſuch £ particular account of 
them, that not one of them falls to the 
ground without his diſpoſal. 

In the viſion of. the Wheels we read 


of a wheel within a wheel. Now the 


wheel within is the wheel of Gods Pro- 


vidence, | that turns about the wheels of 


all outward things , be they never fo 
low and mean. For as God doth not 
labour in doing the greateſt things , ſo 
neither doth he diſdain, cither to do 
or undo the leaſt ; but as'he' made the 


ſmall and great, ((ays the book of Wif- + 


dow )1o alfo doth he care for both alike. 


The Potcer having power over his Clay, - 


either to make of ita veſſel of / honour 
or diſhonour, and being made, / cither 
to preſerve it in: that form. and being he 
hath beſtowed-upon it ,: or eHe-to de- 
form and deſtroy:it , ſince-it/ts equita- 
ble that every one ſhould-do with: his 


own 


f 
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own as he pleaſes] Nay;"as he fays of 
the gnat, that Nuſquan potentior. naturi: 
quam in minintss ; So. may we ay, that 
God doth: no ways advance / his Power 
and Wiſdom more , than in 'ordeting 
of 'the leaſt accidentsto be diſpoſed of 
to his Glory, and the good of his Chil5 
dren-/ And fo much for the Principal 
Efficient cauſe. F 

The 'leſs Principal Follvies 3 ; which 
(as I ſaid) is either AR te or Inſtru- 
mental. | 

; Now the Impul ve cauſe of all Chan- 
ges and Alterations'is the ſin of mans 
This uſher'd them in at the firſt , and 
ſo it doth-ſtill: .For before Adam ſin- 
*ned,' he enjoyed a Paradiſe of conſtant 
and uninterrupted; happinels : bur fo 
 {oon as he fins againſt God. , then fol- 
lowsa great change preſently : For the 
Farth all fruitful before, now becomes 
barren, himſelf; ſubje& to labour , his 
Wife to Travail and Sorrow, and both 
to cares and troubles, to weakneſs and, 
| diſſolution. And fo it is alſo with Na- 
D 2 tzon- 
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tionsand Ki 
at any time, tin 48.the cauſe of ,it;z "and 


the greater their ſin is, the' greater uſu- 
ſually is their>change. Great ſinnings 


areithe floud-pates to let 1n great Alte-; 


rations upon.them. 'For. it-is -not 2 
bare 1i inning in a Nation, (from which 
there is none that could ever plead ex- 
emption) but a ſinning in; fome high 
mcalure , that _js\ an in-let to! Changes 
in the higheſt kind, Which made.Dg. 
vid lay , Pſal. 107. 34. That 2 fruit- 
ul land is turn'd into barrenneſs: for the 


wickedneſs of thoſe that.. dwell therein ; 


which the velgar Larine reads, Propter 
malitiam, 1. e. for the malicious wicked- 
neſs of thoſe that dwell therein ; which 
notesa fin of a high nature, viz. ſuch a 
one as is perſiſted m both againſt Know- 
ledge and Confcience. And therefore 
It 1s a good- obſervation which Mxſcu- 
lx hath upon the words: Theſe ſtrange 
Alterations , ſays he , of Nations and 
K ingdoms, are net for the ſinning of them, 


(from which no Nation can be free ) but 


for 


If theybethang'd 


| 
| 
| 
| 


a ae eo oc 4 wha A oy 49 9G a 4m & ©,'D Td 


Ss L.34 HG HB A\ 


| 
| 


The anity\of vthirCreature. 47 


4 fat, #tin-maticious framing!) And this 


you may! ſee-farther 50; Jernſolen Exek. 
241»! where we read: of a; very . great 
Judgniene' that ſhou[d- befal ber from 
the Babylonian, viz. LÞtter Deſtruction, 
exprelicd, 'by ; the: threefold: Overturn 
wherewith | God threatens her, v.27: 
And v. 24-he laies: down the Impul- 
five-; cauſe that moy'd him to it ; and 
this is.-an impudent: and-{hameleſs (in- 
ning- againſt God: for. they did..not 
commit thrir ſin-in a'corner , as:thole 
that were a{ham'd of ic, but (brazen- 
faced Wretches as they were) they de- 


' Clar'd their-{in as Sodopr, and diſcover'd 


ir openly inthe face of the Sun : and 
this they did coo , not only in one or 
rwo particular acts, but generally, ſays 
the ,Text, in all their doings. 

Now there is ſome hope of a modeſt 
and baſhfaul,but none at-all of a ſhame- 
leſs and obdurate ſinner. Thus the 


- Father, when his Son hath done amils, 


yet is he well perſ{waded of his amend- 
ment, if he but ſee him bluſh upon his 
D 3 re-/ 


| z "Tho Hankdf'of ahe"Ordrajh 


bribg of 'him..) But wher'like 
—_ rs 


hath-once a Whores forehead, 
and-refafes to be athamed';, then- doth 


he-give hiiniover-as a loſt Child: 3 and 


Nas tobe recover'd..- 

»:8o-thati from: kence we ſee; chat in 
whas place ſoever we find ſuch a Turn, 
ſuch (an Everſiow as this ; where all is 
turn'd_ upſide: down) / there hath been 
without queſfica ſome great Averſio 4 
Creatore ad Creaturam , ome great fin- 
ning? againſt God (as the Schoolmen 
call'ir.) * Whicly. was/the reaſon that 
when the Engliſh were (now upon their 

ring of. France, in Henry the Sixth's 
days ): demanded of the French by way 
of derilion/,”' when they would make 
theic,return thicher ; 'it 'was feclingly 
anſwered by 'one 6f our Nation thus, 
W ben your fin+ ave greater than onrs. 
- Tt 3s fin then that ruines particular 
perſons , that ſubverts Families \ that 
periods Kingdoms,': that wheels aboue 
Governments,that overturns States,that 
disjoynts RIO and fays un- 
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to them a$to the proud waves, Thus- far 
ye ſhall go, and no farther. 

And fol have done with the Tmpul- 
ſive. Cauſe , and come next to the In- 
firumental cauſes or meafhs which God 
uſes in effecting his Changes here ; and 
they are two. 

The firſt is the Motion and Influen- 
ces of the Celeſtial Bodies. 

And this will the berter appear,if we 
conſider their forcible workings upon 
the Mind of man. For though they 
cannot work immediately upon it, be- 
cauſe it is immaterial ; © yet may the eY, 
and do work mediately upon it , as 
by the Body,which 1s the Inſtrument of 
the Soul ta work by , /and the Caſe 
wherein tt 1s put up here tor a time; 
and fo make it either well or ill aftect- 
ed,according to the Bodics preſent tem- 
per. By which means it comes td pals 
many times, that not-only the diſpoli- 
'tions of 'particulat men , bur allo-of 
whole mulritudes colle&ted together-in 

a Politick Body , are much alter'd and 


D 4 chang'd 


 - chang, either to labour. or Sloth , 
to Peace or Diſquict , to good or evil 
aQings, according as they are inclin'd 


by the Motions of the. Heavenly Bo- 


dies. 

... And that theſe Celeſtial Bodies have 
their energy upon all Sublunary things, 
1s plain, 

Firſt, by Scripture ; as Job 38. 33- 
where the Lord ſpeaks thus ro Fob, 
Know'ſt thou the Ordinances of Heawen ? 
' and. cayft thou ſet the dominion thereof in 
the Earth ? which implies, 

7, That the Heavens have power 
and dominion in the. Earth. 

2. That this power of theirs is ſet 
them from Gods ordinance and appoint- 
ment. 

Secondly , by the conſtant Obſerva- 
tion and Experience of all Ages. Bo- 
dinus the French Lawyer ſpeaks well 


ro this point; Many erre (lays he) great- 


ly, who think the influence of the Celeſti- 


al. Spheres to be nothing, whenas their 
firength hath ever been moſt effeiual,as in 
Sacred 
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Sacred IWrit is:to -be ſeen: and he cites 
the 38.\chap. of Job before-mentioned 
£0. prove;the ſame. , Adding , further, 
That many ancient Writers have mated 
the great Changes in Cities and Kingdoms 
upon the conjuntion of the Superiour Ple- 
nets., but to them only where they bave 
been deputed of God to that end and pur- 
poſe. . And that they have been inſtcu- 
mental towards the working of fuch 
effects , he-:ſhews by an induQtion: of 
ſome particular inſtances :. As, that be- 
fore the tranſlation of the Roman So- 
veraignty unto Ceſar, there was a great 
ConjunCQtion of the Superiour Planets 
mert-together in Scorpio :* which tell out 
.again ſeven hundred years after, when 
the Arabian Legions received the Law 
of Mahomet, rebell'd againſt the Greek 
Emperours , and ſubdued the Eaſtern 
Afia trom the Chriſtians: 

| - The fame alſo came. about again, 
_ Anno Chriſti 1464. after which Lada- 
' machys, King of the Tartars , was by 
his SubjeRs thruſt out of the Chair of 


Sove- 
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Soveraignty; ; and Frederick the Third 
driven outof "Hungary by Matthias Cor- 
winns, who from a Priſoner" ſtept' wary 
rhe Royal Fhrone, &94:' + 

And Alfteding tells-63, that the'Con« 
juntion of Saturn and Jupiter in" Fe. 
bruary, 1642: did' foretel} and portend 
the: revoſttion of ſome” new | Empire 
and Government to fall 6ut after it'in 
| The effet whereof in part 
(it's like) we have ſeen in this Nation 
already, and may live (if God ſo'dif- 
poſe of us) to ſee further 'of it yet'in 
rime to come. 


But to paſs this, and to come to that 


daily and uſual courſe of Gods proceed- 
\ ings with us in'the world. © Here me- 
thinks there ſhould be few, (though of 
ordinary capacities among us) be (it 
we be a little obſerving) may ſee this 
truth made good by the eye of our own 
eXPerience , which tells us, that the 
Farth is cither Friutful or Barren , and 
the Air either Wholſome or Infe&ions, 


ſutably to that meaſure and manner of 


influence they receive from them, And 
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And therefore when God will at any 
time = about fome great change in 
the world, it is then cafre to ſee how 
uſirally he fics his inferiour means , ac- 
acting to their ſevera! natures, for the 
orderly tranſating” of it in thoſe ſtatt- 
ons wherein he hach fer chem. As, when 
ke' will curt 2 fraicful Land into bar- 
rentiefs, and a ain, a barren Land into 
fruirfulneſs,( which he promits'd his own 
people, Fe 2. 21.) there he tells them 
in what order he will work it: Twill 
hear (fays he) the Heavens , and they 


ſhall bear the Eath , and they our hear 
© 


Fezreel. ' For this'is a fure rale , That 
che Saprent® Cauſe of all. doth not 
take away the natures and. workings of 
Secondary Caulſes-, bur rather eſtabliſh 


them: which is the reaſon of that 


Speech of God to Job, in the ordinary 
revolution of the times. and ſeaſons of 
the year, Tob 39. 3.t.. Canſt thou bind 
the ſweet influences the Pleiades, and 
loofe the bonds of Orion ? '* * 


Now 
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.., Now the Pleiades are thoſe; we com- 
monly call the Seven.Stars. , that bave 
their influence on the earth, by, produ- 
ſweet ſhowres to the opening and 
TN of it, about, the Spring of the 
year; and Orion 1 15a ellation mals 
conſpicuous 1 in the Wanter-ſcaſon. mers 


baving a commiſſionary power to. bind 


| up the earth, with Froſts. . ;Again,. canft 
thou bring forth Mazzaroth in yn ſeaſon, 


(7+. the Ll Signes ſucceſlively after 
one another) or guide Arcturus with, his 
Sons ?. ('4..e, the Polar Star 2: AS, ſome 
will haye it,, - with thoſe jgnes minores 


that wait upon him ;.. or Bootes ,_ as o- 


thers.) . It is not then ſo, much the 
Earth,as the Heavens that give useitber 


fruit, or withhold it ; chey being the 
firſt ordinary means, whereby God uſes 


to work out alterations in lublunary 
things. 

The ſecond Inſtrumental cauſe. of 
theſc ſtrange Viciſſitudes here below, is 
the Will of Man : for though it have 


not a liberty to Spaitual, yet all grant 


it 


_— 
: 


RG NniR.7TA 


Py 


"2 35 5, 2 IY 44 --y} 


 TheVanity of the Creature ns 
it a liberty'to external as, 'and moral 


goodneſs. And this Liberty ,of Mans 


Will, doth God uſe as an under-wheel 
to turn about'moſt of thoſe Alterations 
that are-in the world. 
-. It is true , that Health and Sickneſs, 
Peace and War , Plenty and Scarcity, 
Riches and Poverty, proceed from God 
as the principal Efficient cauſe ; but yer 
for all this we deny not but that God 
makes uſe both of our ſelves and others, 
as to the means of bringing-them about. 
The life of Joſeph was checquer'd with 
variety of accidents: for he- is now a 
Slave to the Iſmaelites, and by and by . 
a Prince in Agypt. Now theſe al- 
though they proceeded from God as the 
Author ,, yet was the will of his Bre- 
thren , as the will of Rexben and Ju- 
dah, the inſtruments of preſerving his 
life, and the wills of his other Brethren 
the means of- ſelling him into Agypr. 
Now becauſe it is'the Nature of In- 
ſtruments to be ſubſervient to the prin- 
cipal Agent, and to be determin'd by 
It 3 


46 The Vanity of the Credtuit: 


3 therefore give me leave here by the 
way 0. falten.'this exhortation upon 
you',: That .in all Changes whatſoever 
you will look beyond. the Inſftrumencs 
of them,unto God the Principal Agent. 
For ſo did Job in his loſſes, beyond the 

plundring Chaldeans and Sabeans, unto 

Dominus abftulit, The Lord hath given, 

and the Lord hath taken away ; looking 
upon them as we ule- to do upon: an 

Index, tantum in ordine ad Librum, only 
in order to the Book it ſelf, Et in tran- 
fitu ad Dewum, in his paſſage unto God, 

who ſets them awork , | as to therr natu- 
ral powers ad faculties, though to the 
evil of themno otherwiſe, than by or- 
dering and over-ruling it to the good. 
of his Children. , And henee it s, that 
the wicked are called Gods Sword, as in; 
the 17 Pſalve, v. 13. Deliver my Soul 
(lays David) from the wicked which is 
thy Sword. And ſo muſt we in all thoſe 
Loſles that befal ushere',, have in our 
eye not ſo much the Sword, as the Hand 
that holds it : which will be one means, 


and , 
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and a good one too, to bring us to Da- 
eids calm-temper -in the 39 Pſal. 19. 
who ſays in the like condition, That he 
4098 dumh., and did not open bis mouth, 
nar let fall an impatient word in it, be- 
cauſe it was Gods doing : And there- 
fore 'when Abiſbez would have taken 
away Shimez's life for curſing of David, 
No, (fays he) Let him alone, Tuſſit enine 
. Domiuns, for the Lord hath bidden him 
curſe ; who then ſhall ſay, Wherefore baſt 
thou done ſo? q. d. Who then dare ex- 
poſtulate with God , or call himto ac- 
count about it,as if he were unrighteous 
init; fince evil men are but Swords 
in Gods hand, who,when he hath once 
done his work by them, will either put 
hem up again into his Scabbard , and 
" them by , or elſe {o blunt the edge 
of their , that it (hall not cut, or 
elſe. break them -apieces, and throw 
them quite away ? And ſo much for the 
Efficient Cauſes of Viciſſitudes. 


} 


Next 
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Next I ſhall ſpea k to: the Ends ; of 
Final Cauſes of / mr 
And theſe arc'cither Ex parte. Dei,or 
Noftri ; m relpect of : God», or our 
ſelves. 
Firſt, in reſpect of God ; : REP {o the 
Principal End why God rings ſuch 
es upon all earthly things, and 
will have them diſpoſed of after ſo va- 
rious a manner , is to make them: by it 
the more -tunable. to his own Glory, 
which - by . this means is exceedingly 
magnifyed and advanced : but eſpeci- 
ally in the Attributes of his Power; 
Truth, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs. | 
7. In his Power and Omnipotency ? 
that ſo he may let the ——__ wage 
that the Finger of his Power: is in al 
TranſaCtions ; and that he can do what+ 
ſoever he will,both in Heaven and Rentsy 
and yet changes not. 
For why elſe did God work ſo ma» 
ny miraculous +22 ns Agypt by the 
hand of Moſes ? 
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| Why turned he. Moſes' Rod into a 
of Serpent, and the egyptian waters-into 
ood 


,or Why their Duſt into Lice and Flies, 
our | and their Light into Darkneſs for. the 
ipace of | three days together ? 
the Why elſe Created he.a-new genera- 
ich f tion of Fregs and Locuſtsameng them ? 
nd | + Whya ard-of Diſcaſes uponthem- 
'a> | ſelves, and upon thejr:Cattel ? 
it | _; Why deſtroyed he their-Herbs and 
'Yy Fruic-trees with Hail , and their firſt- 
ly born with untimely death? 3 
" In a word, Why cauſed he the Red- 
r; } ſeato go out of its natural courſe and 

* | chanel, whereby it became a wall to 
the Iſeelites ; -and a grave to the /£- 
' Did not God all this to make known 
the glory at his power, in, the preſer- 
p vation of.che one and, deſtra ſtrudiog, of 
| the other ? :Yes3, For this cauſe (lays 
God to Moſes) Ihave rgiſel.thee up,to 
ſhew in theg my power and. that my Name 
ey be detlared in dll the, earth; | | 
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5, 05+ He advances” hlforhis' 1Ol6rj/ this 
way; by: manitefting his!Truth-jand 
Faitbfulneſs : in that thoſe things which 
are adcidental 1 try regard of us; andfeem 
as/ iipoſſible';<lyer! are they! exattly 
broughe” ro paſs 4h their due! rimes'and 
feal6hs.'  Asirfthe bringing'-of 'rh6 I/- 
raehtes out'of 11/Bpypr', wherein God 
' With'fal? as poodins his-word; and Kepr 
rouch with therhto a day i their De« 
liverance, ay you may ſee; Exod. 2/41. 
where we read, That-it eamne to paſs in 
the end of font brimdredi and tht years, 
everr the' Plf-frrnne day it came1s puſs, 
tht all the 'of the Lord'went ont-of 
the lend of Kgypr.' Alt Phuraolys'op- 
poſitions and texgiverſatians Gout ad not 
prorogue their Bondage ſo much'as one. 
day beyond thee time prefixetof-Gbd, 
bur ſerv'd onlyct to Ty up that Interim; 
or void ſpace” of time? betivixe 'Gudy 
Ptotuiſe oc td "br abant and his' pers 
fortwanee'\gh \(p SOMAL (Ur vVolh 07 hoD 
WAI Kander by «hab ht tot 
time the 6f"'chis* -prothſtbam eyes 
SET 6 bout. , 
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bout ſo puncually,,, Divings will.tell 
' you, That from Abrahoni's receiving of 
| the promiſe, ..unto the birth: of - 1/aac, 

were five;and ewenty-years; fixty from 
| thence: to Farobs, birth 3: and fo: his 

death (which 4c}, out preſently upon 

their entrance: into. Eggpt ) -a unidred 

and thirty. years.'1 Atrer, -which'| unto 
t the death of Lev4., who was Uſtimws 
- Patriarcharnm, the Jaſt.of the Patriarchs 
' that ſutvived , :arid(in--which ſpace: the 
Iſraelitendvere: kindly: ehrreated for. Fo- 
ſepb's ſake: were ninety | four years 3 
and a hundred: and-one and: twenty 
morerBherhcl : Bondage, » until Moſes 
came to deliver thein' from' it; 18" the 
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& _ Allbabich pattoulacs being oathered 
, up anpecther, \do inake: upthe,compleat 
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-andduayHervye to: jylitfic: God in all: bis 
- Gywmg;cdnd to clear is Truth in the 
leaſt remaaſiants andpundtibo.of time; 
btaiit al doule fo: be judged-./ Mt 
»'16 noþtt'V?. 9:1 S&H 1.0 ; bt 
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For -when'once Gods appointed time 


is come to'introduce a change, cither ' 


for-better or worfe, among any people, 
then ſhall every breath of wind , how 
croſs ſoever it feems toblowat he pre- 
ſent , yet be fo far from hindring Gods 
work in it, as that one way or other 
'you ſhall find it in the ſequel'; to-con- 
eribute its help and afliſtance to ir. 

3- God advances alfo his-Glory this 
way , in the manifeſtation of - his Wi. 
dom and Goodneſs ; in that/he-makes a 
fweet harmony of ſo many':different 
cords and changes ,' and frames amoſt 
admirable Order out of a Ry Di#- 
order and Confufion: 

Many and divers are the q lejes of 
Herbs, yet if askilfu] Simpler-hlith rhe 
mixing 'of them, he knows>how: to 
make of them a well-rcliſh/'tantbwhol- 
ſome Sallade : Soy! many were hÞ'in- 


rerchangeable paflages thar: 
Jens ; and had = the. ney cps 
we ſhould think them very wonfuſed 


ones; but yet let the- Wiſdom- and 


Good , 
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Goodneſs :of God. bue lay themroge- 
ther ,-and:we thall- preſently find, as 
Toſeph did, the ctole of themall-in a 
jweet, Diapaſon. 

i, Far. though - all things, as to us, 
gre floating, up and down , to:and 
again,by chance, as it were and accident; 
Tf mite oj at aporider maiget oj axemee y x60 ot ir Gnetvminn ang 
ſays Gregory Nazianzen; yet if we look 
to the -* and appointment of Gods 
Pravidence,. (which doch always moſt 
wiſely..contrive all-events for the good 
of his:Children) they are fixt and ſta» 
ble, howbeit, they may ſcem to go con» 

zary at;the preſent. 

.Andot Gods dealing in this kind we 
have Job an. eminent example 3 whoa 
is. to day, the greateſt man for. Wealth 
and Honour in all the Eaſt, (and a Ta- 
blet of this his Greatneſs you' may ſee 
in his. 29 Chapter, which I defire you 
to reaqhayer at'your leiſure) wherein 
you. ſhall, 6nd a whale ſeries of worldly 
proſperity to. wait upon him 3) yet to 
morxrow he. is poor, eyen to a by-word. 

E 3. ard 
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53 "The Vary of "the Oreathive. 
and proverb;As-poor:as Job: *informuch 
as he ſpends al}: the 'next Oft#pret”n 
bemoaning his ſuddain change \ begin 
- ning it with a But ; which chough 'a 
Knall Monoſyllable ; yer as the'Helm 
of 'a Ship rarns' abour the Veſſel any 
way ;/ {6 doth this But turn about* Fob; 
and all bis former Honour and*Proſpe- 
rity. , *mto the extremeſt contetwpr' and 
advetſity.: But now,'{ays he,” they that 
arei'younger than '|' bave me #n erifion) 
whoſe fathers I would hawt” Aifdnined td 
bave ſet with the" dogs "of ry" F lock, 

atid” ending it with this aokefi Sebel | 
verſe laſt, verſa eſt cithdts Mea int hy 
IM Py orgatmm'in vote Rentinm + ; 
My- harp is turned imo" mottning\, and 
* yorgen- into tbe-Gotce .* theſe thet 
weepes 
Yet” all is well "oe ſay) that ends 
well ; and fo 'it wits with: Job, which 
makes Saint James Tay,”by wiy 'of fup-' 
port wto Gods people in \vheir ai 
ors,le bhuve heard of the pativntt'df Job; 
_ _— ſeentbe end. of tbe ord 12.56: 
BE what 
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ThAPanity of the Crenthrt. - oh 
what good 49d Cod: gave* him n-it> 
for the next day God brings x 'prear 
Weul'of Liilt'out of this Darktieſs,bY 
+ Wiſe /afd praciouy diſpoſing of- all 
thar evilto-him for tebeſt; in piving 
him twice as mich 3s lie had at the firſt, 
a bleſſiog! his -later end: more” a m 
+þH booinding - VA 15 & SV! 


2280, that'althoughr for z rime all thoſs 


fad"Changes "that: befel- Fob , ſeem'd 
even" to) crofi he ordirfary coufſe® of 
"Gb43 care atid:Providerite'to him; yet 
5A! the conelulton you fee how: his Wik. 
dom an& Qbodfich crit them all'our, 
al -tiade theth ſerve to' his greater 
-Honobrand' Abrnttdande.”" 
-"TAnd 'f6-muth for the Ends' or Firal 
Paſt ih reſpect of ©vd:" 
They hollow now: in reſp of vir 
Talves. \ 9 
10! Ad Hilo are two: firft to conftth 
[Sth - Faith} - ſondly' to "refotit our 
Elven 2nd to'work ate by ther 900d 
to his ſervarits. 1; 49 
- "4 E 4 Firſt, 
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Firſt, to confirm our Faith, 

And ſo Gag brings many. times great 
Changes into the world, to'try, if amidſt 
thoſe ſbakijngs of ontwand. things a- 
mong us ,/\we.will, be ſhaken in- our 
Faith, , ar ;ngt-.,\ That ,as the Apoſile 
ſpeaks of Hergſies, , u. Cor: 11:2 9: Opor- 
tet eſſe Hereſes , There muſt be Hereſies 
among you, that they which are approved 
pray. be made manifeſt ; o <4 I, Cportet 
eſſe: nutatiqnes, There muſt be Changes 
and theſe pot {a myuch-in reſpeft the 
things themſelves, which, ace -in their 
own! natures liable to alteration and 
didolution ; ;. a8.jn, reſpe& of Gods end 
in it, that they which/ are approved 
and ſincere in the Faich,, may be na-+ 
nifeſted to beſo, ; by their conſtancy 
and perſeverance in it. That as there 
Þ 2 nFceſlity of; Fire ta try Gald,whe- 
ther it be true or elſe counterfeit ; ; ſoak 
{o is there a neceſſity. of Changes +. for 
by theſe it WLSIPnS WPcrneT, we will 
meaſure purickgon y queward things, 
ant 4 in the laſs or en joyment of s 


. the loſt jn our Prateſtant-Faith , ye; ar 
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There is \ nothing. . (i Ig more 


(diſcovers the, Hy pacrire than his Ingeni- 


wr verſatile, (as Livy ſaid of Cato) 


than: his turning humoyr. in Religion -: 


for which Ido n not. ſay he, ſhall.-be pla- 


gued in'Hell,,; by _ wheel'd about 

there continually without any relaxath 

,on,. (though that may feem a 

ment ſamewhat/ ſuitable. ra his Wea- 
, +Thercock-diſpolition here upon carth 5) 

no, Hoc nimis Etbnicum, This is toc hea- 


theniſh ; but, rather with the Prophet 


David, That be ſhall turn into Hell with 


all thoſe that forget God, which, is” that 


portion of Hypocrizes mentipned by 
our Saviour, Matth. '24 laſt by 


For if an'Apple wi rotten , at.. the ' 
£qare_,.jt will pot hold; long upon! the 
-Tree, but upon the leaſt Windwill fall 
from. it. And {o it is with the rotten- 
bearted (ly hn ; if a; little croſs 
wind: do but wo an ie » Ph how 

from the Tree gf 
Lite, 


Mo dork bo fall o 
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Eife;- and-betoime 2 Witdafall%w! his 


Ji Reſigicn , for the tai hat bor. 0 


to/ptey-tipon'!- : 

Every ( Coblcdvar” w_ "Eeoeor awill 
bear upavell enongh in)a cif (642 Bu 
-rhiat' 4s Ron Veſts that'ean/live ifi the 
ſt" troubled water: © 'Ahd tbs teb 
Hiany there were in the Priviitive chica, 
that'like Dr.Pendletbr in Queen) Mates 
days, boaſted much of their Conſtaticy 
In the' Orthodox Faith" during Confluy- 
tines days; fo long as Ood hedg'd abotir 
"hi Vineyard with Peace and Proſperity; 
"Sit fo ſoon '@s that Hedge'was brokeh = 
down ;* and erroneous, yea Heretical 
x: 2 nee were' let' ty like ſo. matiy 
afts''of 'prey ro deyour ! theti'how 
th id th theſe prove Turneoats, itt 
Apoſtares rom thei the Faith 11% *: 20% 
2117 But/as for the true'Chiiſtian-,% het 
'Yikb A Roek,---—Medrss ' *n}pot#' Vo 
-&5 3 Thar althovg hithe Waves att a]}- 
"Ways ds deainſt ins, 5 et sHethe 
{ſame man Ri interred Relipioti, 
arid wavers hot of clle'like that ___ 

| | bui 
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built upon the Rotk,'s ainft which the 
Floods came, and the /inds blew, but 
it fell nor, becauſe” It Was ; bujle x upon a 
Rocks?" 

And ſuch a well; -built houſe Was St. 
Baſl, who being threarned with death 
by Valens,' if he would nof'a dvile fur- | 
cher arid turn Arriay , an mee with 
this brave reſokition, I need m t ' any urs 
ther a#vice than 1 hav taktn already 4- 
bout this matter” for to majrow 1 "el be 
the ſame man that 1 am ts "day herein 
and nd other; 000 

And here kno\y that ſome thing $ are 
of Neceſlity ,, 5 whertih,we TW but 
change, as1n natjita}, eivil, and moral | 
chings 3 and 'ro' change 1n' theſe is only, 
humane... ' | The. 

Others again are of Daty : and 
theſe either prohibited,or enjoyn - Kazi 

1. Prohibired, as ih eviland; errone- 
ous things afid to thange.| here is ; pious. 
anddivine ;” and ior to ages Ov: 


Weaknels brane BY 


Y 
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2. Enjoynd, as in ſacred and religi- 
ous: and to change here is jmpious 
and Diabolical; and not to chavge ; 
true Chriſtian Fortitude and Conſtany 
CY. | 7 Þidy 
', Whatſoever things we fee then 
Wheeling about in the world , as Go- 
vernments, Families and the like; nay, 


howſoever we may change our ſelves of 


be chang'd in ſome things of an. indiffs 
rent nature, by thoſe.that have domini- 
on over our Bodies and Eſtates; yet 1s 
there no man that hath dominion. over 
our Faith : But this s Gads peculiar, and 
therefore in this we muſt not change,  - 
, Ir is not with ſaving Truths as it is 
with Clothes, which alter every year as 
the faſhion doth : for the faſbion of the 

world poſſe away ( lays &. i ;..) buc 
true Religion is ever in faſhion with 
good men, and alters not. 
And herein we may juſtly take occa- 
ſion to bewail the unſteadineſs of ſome 
in theſe times, who age mere Scepticks 
ja Religian , always corgiving ſome 

ON he. NEW 
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new Opinions in it, and always in pain 
till chey be deliver'd of their new con- 
—_ thongh never fo monſtrous and 


—ow which was ah with them yes 
ſterday, is no ſuch thing to day ; and 
what is fo to day, is otherwiſe to mor- 
row ; ſuch Changelings there be in 
this laſt Age, who like the Moon de 
never appear the ſame two days toge- 
thert. And I would to God, ( ſays Sr. 
Ambroſe, ) that their change were no 
worſe than that of the Moon , for ſhe re- 
turns again within alittle time to ber full 
light, but theſe never. 

And he is blind that ſees not + this a- 
mong us, ( namely.) how ſome tura e- 
very day to Popiſh+ Superſtition , but 
more to' Anabaptiftical Fancies; fone 
unto Socinien Blaſphemies, but moſt un- 
to-Atheiftical Notions, and all mro Sen- 


ſuality; this being the common Sewer 


into which all the former rut and are 
ultimately refolved. 
But as St. Paul aid to-kis Gatahians, 
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_ GdoT1te-luct,, :0:f6 —_— 
who heath hewitch 'd = you »ſbould 
not obey. the: Geſpel? ; And it n3-4-mnetar 
phor, ſays one, from Sorcerers.z. who 
uſe to. caſt i@ rhiſt; before the pdoples 
eyes, that{o they may:inot.take @ right 
view af-what j preſcoted. to theary As 
if be had ſaid, Who hath: caſt a miſt 
befarethe eyes of youtr-underſtandings, 
to make that. appear; unto:you :for.eruth 
which. indeed 1s nf. 2--: What? Are. ye 
jo foolifſb that hawirig begun in the 'Spi- 
rit, ye mill be perfected iu the Fleſh ? So, 
Are ye {o fqoliſh, \thar. baving begun in | 
truth, ye will end-in.falſhood:?',ar.can 
ye. be 10:ſimple, 2s to exchange Gold 
tor Dirt;:-Wheat for Chaff, and your 
pretious —_— St, Peter calls it), 
which 1s the ſubſtance of things hoped 
for, for: Ercours of all forts, -and anere 
ſhadows oh; Treth:biIrow not, \\\ Far 
if Errour::( as our Kindly Dizune.'(aitl 
well): have: any. advadtage, -it| confiſts 
1n Novelty : orif Track aY, it-confiſts 


— Wat nadak , 4 Wh, eh Jj a 
Was |. 


_ 3)111/Was: the Dbftrine: then of \the Re- 


forined Churches, 'and ther Harmony af 
out.Confellions grounded uponievident 
and pregnant Scripeures; maintains by 
the| Orthodox..and Primitive Fathers:, 
andiconveyed:to us; by the: conftant! tra- 
dition of the -Univenlal Chnrech, '-the 
Faith of Chriſt once dehliver'd: to: the 
Saints, and the Truth of Cod yeſter- 
day'? why, fo it is to;day, and will be 
tomorrow alſo. And therefore to: day 
ir our profeſſian of iit, wel mult he as 
yeſterday; and;.to morrow as this-Uday : 
becauſe as God is theſarhe yefterday , 
to.day, and.:far everi'z/{atalſo- is: the 
Fruth of God,;; Phat which was dince 
ſa,: will be lo ey, © and-binver: eco» 
therwile, | ,'../, 

> Oh that: uit wonkh ches be txboric 
in the Apoſtles words, To ſtand faitin 
the Faith; to quit: onr\>felvey like nitn , 
ard; be fever ovdtnet to he! as children; 
roſe to —_— auth carried abent with 
every :niind. of Dofiring';..: but: tohe ti 
tan 2 nadet ſhading ;; »ſarifaſt auch i 1» 


*}i} moves 


W- "ireny by Here, 
moveable ; that ſo God thay have Gauſs 
to';glory on our behalf';-as lie did'oh 
Jobs; Haſt thow-confider'd (ſays God'to 
Satan) my ſervant Job ? Sv, haſt; thon 
confiderd "ſuch -a' ſervant of «mine ? 
Seeſt thou to how many changes I have 
ſubjeQed-him ? to changes in his Chil- 
dren, to changes in his Eſtate; to chan< 
ges in his Liberty , to changes in: his 
Friends and Acquaintance ? Nay; ſceſt 
thou how many of his Brethren are 
chang'd of. late,” 'from a febriſh diſtems 
per before, now into a ſleepy Lethars 
gy ? Secft thou how indifferent they 
are for their Religion round about hins, 
and how maiy ſhaken reeds there are 
on every {ide of him? And yet for all 
this, as my ſervant Job did, fo doth- he 
ſill bold his 1 —_— Buc enough ” 
this. 

Secondly, Gods coed alto in It is, To 
reform our Lives, and do ny good by his 
fo various diſpenſations:\towards': us 
Hence we. read, ſe. 99. 28. - of a ſieve 
of vanity ,\ where Gad fays;: he on 


's 


5 


PET E808 


= 


MESSE O.A ar en L7L7TR7 


The Vanity of. the Creature. 65 
ſifr the Nations, and ſhake them to and 
fro one after anather , . that ſo he may 
winnow ow trom that chaff of ſin 
that-is -within them. For why was 
Moab at eaſe from bis youth 9 why ſet- 
led be upon bis lees,, and held ſtill his 
corrupt taft ? but becauſe he was never 
diſquieted , nor emptied from weſſel to 
veel, Ter. 48. 11. Thus a ſedentary 
life we find very ſubjed to Diſeaſes ; 
and a long ſtanding Proſperity to a Na- 
tion, is like a ſtanding Pool, whoſe wa- 
ter doth ſoon puddle and putrifie. And 
this is the reaſon of that ſpecch of Da- 
vid, Pſal. 55. 19. Becauſe they have no 
Changes therefore they fear not God ; ma- 
king by it the uncheckt 'proſperity of 
worldly men, a great occaſion of their 
continuance 1a ſin, and ſo an Index of 
Gods Wrath upon them , - rather than 
of, his ſpecial Favour to them, 

-, And therefore now we have ſeen the 
Angel. of God moving the waters of VT; 
this Church and State by Intefline War, 
new Opinions in Religion, by Sects, di-, 
| FF "+ WR 
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viſions, and the like; it wit” be good 
for us to meditate , how God kreb; 
intends ro purge ns from that ſinful ft 
that adheres to us, 3s our diſte ſpe to 
Gods Mjaiſters), © and contempt 'of bis 
Word, our Cruelty wp, he 10n, 
- our Pride and Sewn, Word, 
mindedneſs, and ol | 
Indeed mba, te the inſtruments 
of them, may haye other ends in ſych 
Alterations ;, as to wreak their. own 
{pleen' n n their Adyerſaries, to, uti- 
Lite X- wk ,. and get themſelves into 
the Saddle either of Profit 'or Prefer- 
ment z , (That as. Demetri the Silver» 
{math ſaid,}We get our pore the means.;, 
fo ſay they, We ger our Hohours, and 
Eſtates by theſe means, for if the. wa- 


ters had not been troubled, we had 


catch'd nothing :) or elſe tg Graifſe therf 
own corrupt will and pleaſures ; 5, As, the 
Author to the Hehrews fays of earth! 
parems , That they thaffen, their chil- 


dren' after their own | plealiks.” but God 


who i is the Supreme Agent , he doth it 


for + 


_ 


bis 1 
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for'vur:! profit , and not hs: own; 
there being no.ends'of gold and filver, 
no'mere will or revenge im his end, but 
caly*oar-profir, and to take away the 
dro(s from-rhe filyer',':that ſo he may 
bring forth Sy Solomon's expreſli- 
Go) a Va elrdnm:a chofen Vella as Sc. 
Par was; and fir for the Finer. 

\' Thys-the:Scriprure rells us of ' Fo- 
feph; 'how-he ivas paſs'd over from his 
brethren -t6/-the Iſmraclites , - and from 
they to'\Pdzphar 5 add his Brethren bad 
Shs end in 16; bur God! another : ' for 
they did it for evil apainſt him, (as he 
tells then hinnſelf) and ro get rwenty 
Pieces by the fale of him; IS as for 
God; he meafttic © hitn for good and 
to fave much people alive. 

And fo alſo was Chriſt the Antitype 
of Foſeph; thruſt (as we:ſay) from 'poſt 
ro pillar, viz, from Judas ro Caiaphas, 
from hints Pilate , from Pilate to' He- 
rod , from Herod back again to Pilate, 
-agd thetvnto the hands of the clamo- 


"VIE unreaſonable multitude” ro be 
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fied ; and Judas had one'end in-Chrifts | 
death, but God another.-. : The,,endiot 

4s in it was to filver [his bag-with 
thirty pieces,. but Gods\end;was to'{a> 
risfie his own Juſtice, and. to.ſave Many 
kind by it. - 

So thar let inens ſinful.ends in theſe 
Changes and Alterations |be. what 'they 
will ;- yet is Gods end itit. the gaining 
of alory to himſelf, by-his:taking away 
that fin and: corruption; which; he ſees 
contracted in us.by a log iſtanding)ſt- 
curity. And if theſe cbatges of: þis-be 
not as a gentle' fire to: purifies hs', they + 
ſhall-be- as a conſuming hire to deftoy 


Us. ws 
And {o bh fot the Efficient Reid Fi i 
Ki” cauſes of Viciflirudes- Dun cvs 01 


The ſes follow; and they are thres 


Firſt, To take us off from our greed 

defire of worldly things,. : 
Secondly, .To wpeins us ma proſps- 
rus'condition. 38: 
© Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, To comfort and ſupport us 
in an afflicted one. 


And to this purpoſe there is a good 
ſaying of Marcus Anrelins Antoninus,the 
beſt. of all. the Heathen Emperours, 
which-1s this : | 

Meditate (ſays he) with thy ſelf bow 
ſwiftly alf things that ſubſiſt are carried 
away: for both the ſubſtances themſelves 
are in a continual flux, and all ations in 
4 perpetual change; yes the cauſes of them 
alſo, ſubjeQ to a thouſand alterations, nei- 
ther 1s there any thing that can be ſaid to 
be ſetled or at a ſtand. 

| And from hence he draws this infe- 
rence : Art. thou not then unwiſe , who 
for theſe things art either diftraSied with 
cares, puffed up too much with pride, or 
dejefied with troubles ? 

\. And it may put many of us Chri- 
ſtians to the bluſh,who (:idom make fo 
good uſe of it as. 'this Heathen did, 
though ;we have a far 'clearer light than 


he had to guide us to it. 
| F 3 Firſt 


*} The Pani f ny 


Firſt wg PE confidelariic of this 
int, viz. The great Viciſſitude and 
of aleartbly thirigs, may 

ſerve'to wean burhearts from the x 


ſing” teat of ' thisworld * 2nd to al 


them up to that place where ouly* frxed 
good s found. 


Here we are all too apt with the rich. 


fool to ſet down onr reſts, when (God 


_— we have little or tt& cauſe ſo to 


' Neſcis enim \ ab ncfcis ferns qui 


_ ferat ; Sihce we do' not know 
what* the midwifcyy" of this\ evening, 


nay Jeſs, of this hour Or mother may 


help eo bring forth. © 

"ir may be #'change* w; otre Ffiates 
into Beggery,dy Fire, Thieves, 2nd the 
like 5 or ee of our Liberty int6 Thral- 
dome, or of our Health into Sickneſs 3 
all cheſe ſucceſſively wheeling abour,un- 
el ar taft ont prear” change come from 
Life t6/Death, ant ſwallow up the reft, 


as the fea doth: the'1 waters  thar ll into 
it. 


i | 


eas AX 40. al ruicas 24.0 ae 0 IS; 


; Alas | heye weare ſubje@ tga thou- 
caluakies 3 but in Heaven, there, 
there we-ſhall meet with no fuch altera- 
tivns z for that is a Kingdom that cans 
nat be ſhaken as earthly Kingdoms are, 
either by War,Fa&ions, all-cating time; 
pr the like. No, but, there is. Peace 
without War, Quiet without Trouble, 
| Freedom without Thraidome Day 
without, Night , Health without Sick- 
nels, and Life. without Death : whereas 
here it js tar atherwile ; for God takes 
away one it, may be, with: A Feaver, ano- 
ther with the Sword,:as. Saint Anugeſtine 
reckons them up; 'Nay, he cuts off the 
ſpirits. of . Princes (fays, the Pſalmiſt :) 
which ;Junixe and remelins Tranſlate 
by Vindemiat; 5.6... he. flips them off ag a 
Vintager. doth a Buach of Grapes from 
a Tree , it 4s fo quickly _ Eyen 
the higheſt enterprizes that the greateſt 
Magnifico's of the carth undertake, 
God . doth but blow,upon them. a lietle 
with, the breath of his-difpleaſure, and 
.haw.fonn 4xecchey blaſted, and, (irigh 
AW2Y to nothing F 4 
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An 'example of '' this -we have in | 
Xerxes , who went apainſt Greece with 
a Million of men, 'and as many Ships as 
covered the Helleſpont ; as if he would 
have ſubdued the'Sea, have put a hook 
into her 1 Jaws', -and have led her away 
in triumph : yet how foon was his over- 
bold pride daſhed in pieces by a hand- 
ful of Greeks! One and the ſame day 
ſaw him both happy and miſerable ; u- 
ſing him as a tender and indulgent Mo- 
ther in the morning, but in'the evening 
as a cruel and hard Stepdame. 
Oh the folly then 'of thoſe that lye _ 
always ſucking at theſe earthly flowers, 
which' are as various in their ſhapes Ins 
. ever Proteus 'was',; and conſtant in no- 
ring ſave 16 their inconſtancy | 
Fr was the ſaying of Maximilian the 
'Sec6nd;Tliat every year of our life wa» 
Y ClimaQerical' year, 'and' brought with | 
Tt foe great change ( or other.” 
2 Andif every 'year be ſo cliangeable, 
what fools thet ate they'thar joyn land 
kr land, and houſe to houſe, thar they 
20109”. Ps; 
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may dwell alone in the earth! yea what 
mean great men to pride it fo muchin 
their Babels here below , and out of a 
greedy deſire of gain to run out of their 
own Chanels , and to call their Lands 
by their own names ? For they that do 
rhus , declare plainly that they think 
themſelves to enjoy a ſetled eſtate here 
on earth ,, as if they ſhould never ſee a 
change , or atleaſt did not for the pre- 
ſent look for in Heaven a better and 
more enduring ſubſtance, as the Author 
to the Hebrews ſpeaks, Heb.1 2.34. 

And yet as the Prophet Iſaiah com- 
plains, ſo may we, Qu3s credidit auditni 
noftro * who bath believed our report ? 
or to whom1s this truth of God revea- 
led ? For it is ſtrange to ſee how few 
among us do believe this, that both in 
our perfons and eſtates we are fo. 
changeable. 

But this is their way, ſays David this 
3s their fooliſhneſs: 
. 'For how ſoon did Galba ſtart afide 
from the Empire, Deguſtans Imperium, 


taſt- 


+ 


74 The avityuf he Crean, 
taſting it anly,. as. Jonathan did the Ho- 
ney with,the end, of his. ! How 


ſoon was Haman. chang'd fromthe Miz 


mon of, the Caurt.,: to be. the hang-by 
of the world, !. | 

1 Again,. how.ſaon was Nebychadnez- 

* ar chang'd., even: from a Man to 2 

Beaſt ; and Hood from the higheſt of 
Men ,. to be Meat even for the loweſt 
of Reptiles 2 Fr 

And the proſperity of. Richard the 
Third was ſo. ſhort (fays our incompa- 
rable Hiſtorian) that it . cook end ere 
himſelf could well look over it. 


; Thereis not any thing then that we | 


can call copftant here. on carth ;- which 
makes the Ayuchour . to. the Hebrews, 
ſpeaking of. 4brabam, fay, That be look 
ed. for a City having foundations : Upon 
which. one giyes ,us this Note 3 That 


the Heavenly City can only. be ſaid to - 


have properly; a Foundation ,; whereas 
thoſe Cities that are an carth, \do ſhew 
plainly by their daily guines, , that they 
have no furc foundation.to reſt upon) 

Oh 


—_..t_ 


| 
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\:Ohfet this'be a means to take off the 
wheels of 6ur 'AﬀeQions from their 
pueſuir-afteycearthly things , atd 
ſee them! upon things above, where the 
moth: cannot come at them, nor thieves 
breakthrough to ſteal. Aid let ts look 
70 that” charge of the Apoſile, r Tim. 
1 3." Charge thoſe that are rich in the 
ul "her they ruſt not in uncertain 
Richis 1''or rather in Riches which are 
Uricerrainty it ſelf in the abſtract ; (for 
ſo the'Greek runs it 5 # ww 24cinie 4.6, 1n 
the uncertainty of - Riches.) And that 
we may inino wile doube of this their 
uncertainty, the/Wiſe man prefixes a 
note of certainty before this uncertain- 
ty, Certainly ({fay#he) Riches make them- 
ſelves WINgS x aid fly away as an Eagte 
rewards Heawin': 43 if he ſhould have 
faid, Certainly Riches and alt worldly 
things are as uncertain as a Bird that is 
upon the wig 2nd therefore we muſt 
not feb Onr- hearts npon them ;_ but 
daily prayer atldpraftice mult | be, $ 
77 w poſer inngþ things tempor, thar fo ie 
do 
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de not looſe thoſe things thiet are eternal : 
or elſe with David, let us beſeech God 
to incline our bearts unto;bis' Teſtimonies, 
and not to Covetonſneſs.. Now this ui- 
clinmg our hearts unto Gods, Teſtimo- 
nies, 1s nothing elſe but that holy and 
penitential- change of, Heart and Lite, 
or elſe that turning unto God with all 
our hearts , which God: calls for at\ our 
hands, and expects from: us in all. his 
changes, whether perſonal or elſe Na- 
tional ; which if he find in us, then, let 
what changes ſoever fall, \they ſhall -all 
work together for our good: but if not, 


we muſt then look to be as a rowling 


ſtone, and to have our daily tarns and 
changes in his life from one degree of 
miſery to.another, until at Jaſt we turn 
into Hell,as David 1 peaks, with all thoſe 
that forget God. 


, Secondly, The conſideration of. this 
int may be a good antidote againſt 
pj: in: a proſperous Condition , ſince 
God bath lo. ordered. the 'Web «< our 


Lives, 


a 


| 
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Lives, as that Adverſity as well as Prof- 
perity: is interwoven. in jt ; For there 
1s nothing that ſwells us-up ſo much, as 
proſpering here in worldly things 3 and 
nothing again-that is more,effectual to 
aſſwage'. this ſwelling in- us, than fo 
conſider the. brevity and curabiliry it. 1s 
lubje& to. 

| | Now it {wells us up: with a high 0- 
pinion either of, our own Goodneſs a- 
bove others, or. elſe of our own Great- 
neſs. 

3. Our proſpering in worldly things 
{wells us up with a high ik of our 
own Goodneſs above -others ; | 


x. It makes us think our. ſelves the 


only good men in Gods eye, becauſe 


we are proſperous in the worlds; where- 
as, zndeed, this can be no certain rule to 
meaſure out any ſuch. thing! by, ſince the 
world and the proſperity of it is ſp. Yar 


-riable and uncertain. 


And; therefore , when. at any time 


God. ſhall water. us more than athers 
ith the lower ſprings of his earthly 


'Bleſlings, 


4 
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Bleſſings, we ate nor therefore ro-havs | 


at overweehing conceir of our ſelves; 
and'our own'cauſes, above others, 


if God Upon this ground had _— 


ſpec tal love 'either to-'us -or theritr!) 
or you know'thar when 'God- would 
chaſe a King for Iſrael ,:che' choſe hit 
= b gs and periſhing exoellen. 
'then he would have choſen i in 

rye ee Sal, Eliab) Aminadub,' or 
Shammab' 5 who were che. three” elder 
brothers of David, and men of goodly 
<< look. -ypon 3 ' yet -God 


thdſe none pf "theſe ,/ (fays the Text) |. 


but Davidthe youngeſt” of thetty 

chbugh: not'{ſ6 outwardly;/'yet irlwardly 
florious , being © he” aker his ©wn 
cart. 

Ie is 'the chief - Argumierit the Tarks 
ae at this day;'to' prove themſelves the 
'ohly Mx 4m we tree believers; We 
thrive (lay - and proſper in' the 
world : Sr ell hath &tir Mahomet a- 
#iſm over-rui all Afs;” Aſtick, and'ohtc 
preater part-of Exrope t60 ! "And do 


nor ' 


The Vanity of the Creatare, 79 
not. they among; us then reaſon more 
like Txrks than Chrift.ans , who ſpeak 
after this manner, Come, ſee how we 
bear down all before us, and ride upan 
the backs of the poor in.triumph! Thug 
and thus, do we proſper in the world, 
and do even what we liſt ; and is not 
this an evident fign we are Gads Chil- 
dren, and. that the right end of the ſtaff 


- 


is ours ? Sure, if we were. other. than 
Gods peculiar people ,, he would not 
bleſs.us fo IO, he doth. vi 
.: But to. theſe Tanſwer, That, theſe an 
- ſuch like are only Bone Scabelli, (as Dir | 
nes ng Fel our Ne ns 

of IGieb a0! Bot Bong Fhyoni «the 
Goods 'of Geds Faoeſtool:{byt carthery 
ware) and not the good things of his 
Thrane,which are Grace and Glory ; & 
therefore can ſet upon us only an-eatth- 
ly mark for mea here to take notice of 
us, but not any. hegvenly, cognjzance for 
God.to look upon-us, asupon his dear : 
and ele Children, For elſe it, would 
caſily follow ,, That the Alchoran were 
bet- 
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better than the Bible, and the Turks | 


faticie beter than our. Faith of Chriſtia- 
fy. 

And were there no other fi gnal place 
of Scripture for this , than that of , the 
Prophet David in his 73. Pſalm, (as. in- 
deed ere are very many ) this alone 
(methinks 3) were enough to impreſs this 
as'a truth UPON us, where he ſpeaks of 
ſome that are not in trouble like other 


men, but pride compaſſerh them about | 


as a Chain, violence covers them as a 
garment, chicir eyes. ſtand out with fat- 


neſs, and, they, have more than.their | 


heart carl wilh; yet theſe (ſays he)v.1 3. 
are the ingodly who proſper in ou 
world. And the Prophet Jeremy 1 

bold to queſtion with abour it, 
theſe warts Jer.12.1,2. herfint Wa s 
he , doth thc wicked proſper ? and wh 
are "al they, in wealth that rebellion ſly 
tranſgreſs 7 >” "and he reſts ſatisfied with 
this, verſe 3. That 'God did by that 
proſperity of theirs fatten them as ſheep 
to the ſlaughter, , and prepare them for 


| — : 


- the 


SEE Þ BY - Nay © 


f 
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theday of deſtruQion. And thisis that 
prof ty of fools that the Wiſe man 
wm of ; which will deſtroy them, 
They: T4 Z Jon's 1 

\ Te. is [acroken our thriving in Tem- 
omh, bur in Spirituals, that ſpeaks us 
and our Faith to be accepted of God. 

; For. the truth of Grace or Religion, 
and the goodneſs, of a mans Caule , is 
not a. ory by the Souldiers Sword, 
butby the. Word of God; which is che 
Sword of. the Spirit. - 

... God Saints. no man, for his ods 
Perſonage,, for- his Riches, for by poli- 
tick head-picce of contriving,and bring- 
ing about, his. own worldly and fi giſter 
ends, | or for his Arms and Con 
for.then Saxl and Craſws, Abit and 
Alexander the Great had been high in 
Gods book; but be values Men only 
by - their. Spiricuals,. as their graces of 
Faith, Humility, Patience, Meekneſs, 
Obedience , and the like : and where 
he finds theſe, (how unfurniſhed ſoeyer 


my are —_— yet theſe are mine, 
ſaith” 


92 The Vanity of thi. OW drive 
the fk and in tht 149 When's 

md op Ferri} mo 
hems; nets VF athebl Worth (his Grortt 
and then ſhall ye, 7X betweek he 
rebbos\ ahid. the wie Debi bim 
feareth- "God's" Van bim vba fearerh poor 


not. T2 2 to! "e 01 11315, + 1 "10 be: 


\Ftideed Ocdthey {othetihies! permit 
ei ro'p ſper'in'the world bur tever 
of '#6r {& ack bowhedpe: the 
Tr Obutch Ll $6 280 Nu 
ſide the right of a nit 2 the futt'of 
_—_ High, . ot i# ſubvert» thaw ibis 


af <14be- Lori ayprovertt a0" AVE 


eee ws 


irgite from Tod perm No 


6 ts Ris ap pros Tor; be 2-oot O Nojas | 


ped br rr cx NT Took Tx | 


well'-4r our Hands to be mide 
horſe tt every turk 15 'GeartatÞ chives 
eerable burdens,” and WerkICas' Dao 


eds) fach a'0hes outs, ebfus 
vetr 'evil-conrſts, or ets © Gn rick? 


191] > "Whip 
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10 Wet! niads Dionyſius' the .1elder 
rs ear to be-no fin, when 
hetiad tbb' the Temple at Locri.y: be- 
cauſe'rhe Gods - ſeem - ic were) to 
ſinile upon the aRtion 5, 1 giving. .them 
fair Windshd: Weather; both 1n their 
voyage thither and returyback agaio- 
Bur; - as it was a 'grear- Blaſphemy 
( Sox ons); fori'the Devil: ro perſonate 
God; when he would be!ſimitis Attiſſe- 
oz {0/46ir-preater to make God por- 
Con the - _ And yet this he | 
that *makes God-patronize his ce: 
eh _—_ ke peoſpas 'K ; for:this 
brings in God'faying;/ Thar he will be 
like the Prifee of Darkneſs, and makes 
the Holy" Ghoſt to leave his Dove-like 
thape, /atid'come only tous inthe form 
wr ws Raven or VErnn 


"i $1 As our proſpeving "Tn mandy 
Gb (wells -us up- ro8i hi gh wich. an 
opmion of our owtr Goodneſs '/ and 
makes-us tliink better of oar {clvosochan 
is- noers ſo alſo dot it-6n the'ether 
G 2 ' tide 


. —_— 


—_ 4, 
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fide lift us up too. far with-thoughts of 
evil towards out [brethren ,- and. make 
us think worſe of them, | and. the ways 
of God they walk. in, than;we ſhould, 
by charging them as utterly. deſerted of 
God, - becauſe we {ee'not now the ſame 
hedge ' of Gods favour about,.them as 
heretofore we did, but the-ſtakes thar 
then propd them.up, are nqw.thrown 
away . as uſelts\ and - unſeryiceable. 
Whereas AﬀiRions on this: hand are. e- 
very way as temporary and tranſient, as 
Proſperity was -oh.the other.; -and being 


. o, muſt needs be.4p a broken. xeed,ot; a + 


reed of Egypt 5 whetewith we cannot 
exatly meaſure; Gods Temple, nor-the 
Spiritual eſtate:of,'his Childyeo; © - ;/- 
Je was a hard ſtumbſing-llack to the 
Prophet Dawid' for a time. ,-when he 
ſays that his feet were almoſt gone,and his 
footfleps had well-nigh ſlipt, upon his 
ſight of the wickeds proſperity ;  untt 
be went into the SanQuary of Gods 
Word , where he learnt to ſettle his 
wavering and diſtruſtfut thonghes : for 


there 


» A”, a1 Mm cog c wy 


ww. © &2 
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, there he ſaw, that notwithſtanding his 

outward afflictions, that God held him 
up under that fore temptation with his 
- righthand, and would- (in oppoſition 
to tranſitory goods ,, which are the pro- 
per bleſſings of the wicked', becauſe 
they have | no others but theſe to truſt 
unto) guide him with that which ſhould 
infinitely exceed them, to wit, his Coun- 
{el here, and his Glory hereafter. 

And. it was the great queſtion ſo 
much agitated betwixt Job and his 
Fnends, Whether thoſe doleful chan- 
ges that befel him were the cognizance 
of his infincerity to God, and of Gods 
disfavour to him upon it, yea or no. 
His Friends taking advantage upon his 
preſent weakneſs and diſtemper, main- 
tain it ſtrongly againſt him in the affir- 
mative, that they were: until at length 
God himſelf ſteps in to the reſcue of 
the weaker fide, and makes the con- 
cluſion (as all Logical concluſions do) 
to follow the weaker part, determining 
it for Job againſt his Opponents in the 
| G 3 Ne- 
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Negative, abd telling -therny that theh? 
{pake. hot of Fob; air 6f Ii 

ings. towards bim that which / wal right 
Jos. laſt, verſe 71! 

Sentca StoickPhiloſophorg, hath a 
{et difevurſe to.'this purpole ,.7Cyh bonss 
virts mals earmant, why the evils of this 
life -mzoſt commonly fall out'.'to good 
men: ahfl - he concludes it thus, That 
remporal evils are-nv 1ign of: Gods ha- 
rred+tÞþ them... For, doft: thou think 
(fys he) that the: Lacedemonians hated 
their Children , -when as they, experi- 
mented their d:{poſition to.yirtue by 
ſtripes' 1n publick ? No.-- So,. do we 
think Gods Children in disfavonr with 
him ; becauſe he lays here fore blows 
upon their Bodies and Eſtates by evil 
men, as his rods'and ſcourges in it ? 
Noz- for we: ſee and fee] many times 
(fays an experimental patient of our 
own -well) 'the ' deep lines and ſtrokes 
bf _ Gods hand upon us,'when as we can- 
not-by out $kil, in Palmeſtry.decipher 
his meaning inc), | ho more than -) 

/ Mat- 


>. QTS 
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- 
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Maſteſes could by the viper upon Saint 
Parels tand\ judge; of his' condition to 
Godaward: ts oo nn 1 1 1 
1:For:God' 'fometimes- (that we may 
not thus judge) inverts/humane order, 
and runs-out -his' dealings towards us in 
the ordinary/Tthanel of his univerſal Pro- 
vidence, :Juſtice and Equity,” by which 
he:-waters here all alike. 

« 1{Tndeedithey; may ſeem (T grant) to 
po counter to our apprehended rules of 
commor right.: yet are-they always a- 
greeing'both witly Gods fecret 'and re- 
vealed will, though (like-rhe Sun in its 
ſphere) nor perceptible to'us, becauſe 
roo myſterious and dazzling : however, 
many pretend to interpret them by a 
blaze of fire lighted at the natural pride 
of: their own private ſpirits, and that 
dimme twilight of knowledge which ts 
in them ; -whenas they are altogether in 
the darkvro #hG true light of Gods word 
and works herein. | = 

And here rake in the' opinion alſo of 
Ppifetus another Stoick-and Heathed 
ht 


G 4 man, 
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man', which ſpeaks moſt'Chriſtianly;t6 
this point, namely, That all'are not ha» 
ted of God, who do wraſtle here with 
variety of Miſcries : but:hat there are 
with God good cauſes of it, -though-ſa 
ſecret that few cain reach them. :. ©. 


* And therefore, albeit we cannot ſee 


how theſe aCtings of God may ſtand 


with his tender ve to his children,and 


ſo may conceive an ill opinion of them 
| yet when we ſhall think ſeriouſly, that 
Gods thoughts and ways are not as ours, 
ic will teach us to give them a more fa- 
vourable interpretation. 


For how dare humane raſhnels (fays : 


Saint Bernard ) aw. ape” that which it 
cannot co in giving demon- 
ſtrative je 00 n why w dly proſperity 
ſhould he Virtues ſtepdame , and not 
her natural mother ! | 


But (to cloſe up this Diſcourſe) you 
ſee here by what hath been faid ,- that 
it is a great errour(howbeit now of pe 


more than popular) to judge © 


» = = oa oy SSD. 
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fons and cauſes by the events., whenas 


all ourward 4 s (fays mh = 
alike to all, can any qudge of 
ry por ares is before bim : | Prol- 


Perity and Adverſity being but ſepara- 
le atcidents to them , and no eſſential 


' (properties of them , becauſe they ave 
grounded upon worldly things, .that 
have ſo looſe and mouldring a founda- 

tion, as that a man cannot te]l concern- 


ing chem what- a day may. bring forth. 
2: As worldly & vr.aar; ſwells us 


up with a bigh our Own 
Goodneſs 5 wa ſo likewiſe of 
our own Greatneſs- And this makes us 
ſlight thoſe that are under us, and deal 
hardly with them , on to temporal 
"things) which we would not do, it we 
once conſider'd the mutability. of it. 
And therefore if at any time God 
ſhall give up unto us thoſe we conceit 
our enemies, to he dealt with (if we 
will): by all |harſhneſs and extremity 
:yet: are not. we then to trample _— 
them 


Bo Then rhoifreirare. 
them m the:pride of our hearts, norcito 
adde more 16ad'to tharwhich Gadhath 
already laid ypon-.theeig but rathep to 
take off fromvt-whatiwe:can and to 
uſe thera-with fl pgenclene(s! and-roon- 
paſtton, with: ull mikie Gan thaderals. 
on, as contiderihg, our'{elyes ,. that we 
me-not here ro{ live always as Gods up» 
on:eavtls; , che) ſame yeſterday, today 


and-for-ererte. but whac: the bitter |: , 


cup» of 'their/portion co:day- ,! here 
- ours to morrow. 

; Te ſptaks:out but a'Edavſe ard i 
ble ſpitir tw crowandanfule. over t ole 
that: are'\down, ' The: very Heathen 
thouphe it fo, who. had only the glim- 
mering of Nature to guide them ; rich 
more ought we Chriſtians., who the 
Apoſtle exhorts , that our woderation 
may. be hnowin.10 al mix. That as the 

Apoſtle will have his'Corimthiens to uſe 
_ he: 3ponſd with a tanquam, as if they 
wfediat pot 3 fo:muſt they among mow 
-lzvre: wealth;: power 'and kathority,: {© 
why ehrin; as if they uled them: nor: 


that 
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that ſo when they ſhall ail us; (as they 
will ere long, ſince the wind blows not 
always out of - one andthe Gmhe favou- 
rable (quarter) we-may the He able to 
fay with comfort; "That we never toil: 
employed thoſe” talents of Gyds. qut- 
ward favonr tous unto the preſſure and 
deſtruction of our Brethren, but only 
to: their relief arid preſervation. 
_ - The *Propher ' David in'his Tenth 
Pſalor, ſpeaks of ſome , who through 
the pride of their countenance do not ſeek, 
after God ,/ neither is God in all their 
thoughts. But their ways are always 
grieviws ; they palff at their enemies,and 
[7 in their "i. , they ſball never be 
moved, nor be in adverſity. 

And ſuch were the Babylonitns, who 
(beſi jdes their © barbarous cruelty to the 
Iſrzetires undet'captivity) added rhis a- 
bovealt ;"'rhat-they ſcoffed-and jeered 
at'them in their miſeries , with' Sing 19 
mw whe off the Sviyy of Sion... © So alſo 
were the Edbriter, 7: who cryed 0- 
bs m the op of -her viſi- 


tation, 


9% Thekantty.of the Creature: 
tation ,- Kaſe:it, raſe i even tothe fours 
_.. And. were :we ar \petribra of 
our - earthly. Happineſs would always 
Rand 1ll.1n this our Gibeop, it ma - 
we. might. take li to Jo the ji 
and think we did well in jc too. | But 
- when as we come to confider ſeriouſly, 
that there js no Solſtice here upon earth, 
but ſo ſoon as the Sun is come to hisfur- 
theſt Surumer-point in our Horizon,it is 
then preſently vertical , and turning .a- 
gain to make winter-weather \with us, 
bow will this aſſwage that ſwelling of 
pride that is within ys , and: make ys 
hamble ? "_ 

. To this purpoſe there is a memorable 
Hiſtory of Caganxs King of the Hwrns, 
unto whom Theodorus. | Medicus "being 
ſent in an Embaſly from Mauritive. the 
Emperour., to divert:thoſe ſwarms: of 
people wherewith Cagens at that time 
threatned to ſtorm the Empire , he ap: 
ply'd himſelf, to him. in theſe words; 
Audi Cagane , wiley nqrratjonemSclo- 


ſtris, 


| 


be 
tke;- 


my 
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ſtris, 9c. Hear, ſays he to'Caganus;a 
profitable Narrative of Sefofirs King of 
Egypt , who: being lifted-up:too ligh 
with: bis great ſucceſſes againſt his ene» 
mics, cauſed 'fourKings taken. priſoners 
.to draw his Triumphal Chariot, where- 
m:otic of them-Tooked back with-:{miles 
to the wheel.of the Chariot,) and-beirig 
demanded his reaſon for it; anſwered; 
That: he | ſoriled ta' fee: tbe \ fpoak,' of | the 
wheel now. at the'top, 10 be preſently at 
the bottom ;. and again that which ir now 


i, The. very hearing whereof did ſo mol- 
life, %s keep down the hanghty Prin- 
ces.{pirit:, that it \drew him a little! to 


forbear his afts of 'hoftility -againlt; - 
our. 7 - |; 
_ And from tis Topick allo of del 
bility, did Craſas draw abi it'to 
Gilfrade C3r#4 from his mtended inrode 
into Scythie: for if thou | didſt lead 
(fays he) an immortal. Army , :then- ts 
there no need| for thee to.:ask my-ad- 
vice in it ; but if thou doſt linonicdes 
| thy 


[ at the bottom, ode by nf tby at the top: 
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{elf a'man- Ji ' and: a1eader of mor 
ba o mr ences is a\wheet 
——_—_— that ranas abaut\coti- 
duffers, nothing! hoto|be- 
pates: thr" —_— 
one. | 751 02 
->|Burecighs ddvich ab-Crwſie rook>nG 
place with (yenans; Ibdr tnd; he. would 
intra te ſtednpen'; {0 his: own\ 
within hisowa Jopinices mduedinne 
cauſcleſly(\uſarped\:.ypan: the righeful 
ppfſciions af\othets toubis.own 'delira- 


PE 


a, 


ow wad 


wh: viitoned 217 nol 4qo2 
01 Bio that God who indafinkel his 
Wiſdom, anditeecible av tis Fowerdnd 
Juſtice, he thatreſiſts the proud1;qand 
looks npon thetnigtaf aff;- He (bay ) 
poodle ner of :Cyrns\forve ava ſtare 
rtoaake)himdels an ;:and ito work! his 
panic © for :he! was not ſooner \encred 
Copthide » \ont\ lie 1 found by fad cxpesi- 
ence' how-unconſtanvthe Worldowas, 


not we” looking now upon him mw phat 


IJ 


Gam 6! bop ifee: he ABI og; | 
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ſnifig-aſps& did before; | but-«the 


wind was now in another quarter ,* md 
Sa onern fays oy i Qhat 
\nnaky 8 wings 4DB) 

foidid Arran beaker: 4 
fel now' to: keÞwings, rand flew a 
his: whole Army being -quire —_ 
atiÞhimfelf-flaby by thay edaoked 
Scythia. ITE JO}1 

'A :exaraple to, !che-ſebdre 
inde lock, about him: :and bo-pull 
down-che hiph Jooks of :the) prowedy 10!!! 

And therefore when ever any Alwh. 
ing'of pride begins ro rife withia Thee, 
atid''to bud forth, 'as ir is im Txobvel,.. n- 
toiviolence ; and opprefilers of 'others, 
then think -thow heareſÞ)ſonw! Ones 
calling unto thee, as King Phi 

Se" him,” Memento' = lb =o 

rometnber ria chon are Mort: fo; tec 
mernber rhat-thou art changeadleo'2s 


well as others; ang this will be an excel | 


ene means tokeep irin, | 
':P6r tell me, would Cyres, think you; 
have #ivaded Seythis , had he [ he chauphe 


EY 
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Iſrachtes raulariges Treg. t:that. 
- would have tumbled-him;yp.; and 
down fo, much as he did! ,;;; from ohe 
gs th anahers greek # wonyeoug 


Or the Gleadires haveorpeliet: Ek 
3.\ lad they-[known' he: would bave 
ot fiich a ielter againſt a Rorm,:and 
of ſuch uſe-uneo then againſt the Amt 
monites Ns hk q 
-Qr (to ſay no-more)( would Derigs-: | 
| War I'd Altxander Þhilip's:boy in de- 
rifiog of him'; bad - be' known: that. he 
ſhould-have been conquered by-himt' ?- 
Na, little do: prou men-think that 
" the water which ' is now-in the - float, 
wil TEmery be in the ebbe 3 and har 


the | 


- wn. <4 pee 4 + &4 as 
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© atthe top, may quickly be at the bot- 
tome : and then he that is the greateſt 
now among/us , may come (how ſoon 
he knows fot). to ſtand-in _ of the 
moneEgente whom he now deſpi- 
Es. po 
- It is wiſdome then for every. Chriſti- 
an,whenas he's at the top of the wheel, 
and may lord-it -over-thole that are be- 
neath.,. yet not:to overlook them with 
a ſcornfal eye;, but tolet down his fpi- 
rit, and (as the-Apoſtle exhorts us) to 


_ condeſcend to men'ot low degree: For, 


one ſcale is not always in depreſſion. 
No, This were dura infalicitas , a very 
hard and high. meaſure. of infelicity. 
Neither. is the other always in clevati- 
ON : | This were falicit as miſeranda, a' 
happineſs to: be pitied, But the alter- 
nate wave of ,the beam keeps them both 
in awe, and eſpecially the proud per- 
ſon; who ſeems unto. me as a: bird tied 
to a ſtring, which if.” it fly too high,the 
hand draws. in the-ſtring and-pulls it 
.H 


down 
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T& the ſpoak. of "the wheel which is now 
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down ag ONCIADED 
our ſpirits roo high with. pride, 
hath then a line of vidſſiude in = 
hand to pull us mat his pleaſure: © © 1 

The Prophet Dawid ſyid-in his pro- 
ſperity, that he ſhould never be ove, 
his mountain was made fo ſtrong ; yet 
God did but hide his face Gm hith a 
little, and he was troubled. 

Naturally then we are too apt tv 
know no meafure in a high fortune 3 


but (as a perſon of Honour and Piety. 


in this Nation {aid )aithouph ii the hezr 
of ſummer we eaſily. believe there will 
come aftet it a ovld feafon of- froſt and 
' ſnow, yet are we fo ſtupid. as in Pro- 
ſperity not to conſider of - Adverlity, 
though the one beas ſucceſſive as | the 
other. And this makes usro- exalt vur 
{clves ſo much above - all that is called 
God... That as it 8-0b(ervable runching 
the Book of Eſther (which is nothing 
elſe but a Dean of atis done m 
reference to the Greatneſs, Power and 
Glory 'of- Abeſucrus the Prrfidu Mo- 


narch, 


'JY %* 


OG 
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Dirch , -as tothe principal inſtrument of 
them ))thatin tha whole Book the Name 
of God js not ſo much as mentioned 
atall: Sodoth it alſo commonly fall 
out, that while we are here in the ruff 
of our worldly Glory and Proſperity, 
we icidom or never ſpeak of God,and 
as {eldome think of him , but ſet our 
{elves up in his room , as\Nebuchadnez- 
z4r did, who ſpake too big, and too 
much- of 'himſelf , ſaying , Is not this 
great Babel that I hawe built for the houſe 
of my Kingdom, by the might of my pow- 
er, and for the bonour of my majeſty ? As 
the fly {aid in the Apologue when it was 
got up to the top of the wheel , See 
what a duſt make'! So, fee what a 
duſt makes this poor Worm, what a © 
Mying there 3s with him in the height 
of his pride ! nothing but »zy Kingdom, 
my Power, and my Majeſty : but asfor 
God, Ne gry quidew, There 1s not a 
word of ;him; He - is not in all his 
thoughts. 


H 2 Amid 
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# of his Kingdoin-fell upoi his bead, yea 

howſhort-liw'd the might of- his power 

' was , and the honour of his Majeſty, 
you-may'ſce-by.the-next verſe, where 
it'is ſaid, That while the word was in 
the Kings mouth; there fell a voice from 


thee be it ſpoken, Thy Kingdom 1s depar- 
red from thee. aw - | 
1. The world then may well | be com- 
pared to the: Sea" of glaſs' which Saint” 
Fohn ſaw in his viſion, Revelat.4.6. and 
there be alſo, that from the reſemblance 
of the: one -to the other , | interpret 1t 
this. . For | | | 

s Firſt,” It reſembles the'Sea either for 


ſaddain change'of it :' for how foon is 
the face of the Seaalter'd ? inone and 
the ſame hour '(it may be): thou mayſt 
tee her ſmiling upon thy . vefſel , and 
#rowning too 3+: playing with 'it ,- and 
{wallowing it up. Nol: igitur-(fays the 
:Moraliſt) trangaillitati eggs credere, i. e. 

| Do 


And therefore: how ſoon | the bouſk 


Heaven, ſaying; 0 Nebuchadnezzar,' to 


irsebbing and flowing ; orelſe for the - 


- 
— 


1 \ 


I 
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Do not therefore truſt tos much to her. 
{mooth and calm looks; '2n+hoc enins wo- 
mento mare evertitur, for in.one moment” 
doth ; ſhe appear wrinkled 'vvith | bil- 
loyvs, and-turns about from a calm 
unto a ſtorm. 

Secondly, It cefambleeifo glaſs, and 
that cither for-its brittheneſs/, | becauſe: 
nothing is ſooner broken +! or / elſe for 
its ippernes becauſe-he that walks 
ypon- glaſs:can have no-:{ure- footing ; 


" and therefore for any man:to' preſume 
upon the ſteadineſs of i, muſt needsbe 
very dangerous. + 
; 'Fhat as the ancient Ddans uſed to: 
diſtinguiſh their. days.into Dres albzand 
Dies atri , white and black' days: fo 
doth God,and'there is no-man bur hath 
the later of theſe as well as the former, 
his black as welkas his white days. 
. Oh the madneſs then of wicked men, 
vvho are. alvvays plotting againſt the 
righteous,and gnaſhing upon them vvich 
their teeth 1 At ridebit Dews, lays Da- 


vid, But God ſball laugh at them tor ut: 
yr H 3 ayd 
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# andthe ves this reaſon, @: ": ber aſs 


- beer that bbeir day is 54.6. "he 
AT abat the black and difmat 
day isi ar h. AY FIR. ut them” 
ſclves will not 
and ſecurity of their ra yea , awd 
he knows aalfo pundually when ir will 
be,though,we-know it nor':+ for though 
roday may: be faw and thinug, yernay 
. to morraw -tic- [dark and rempeſtuons 
with them 4: ſince: we know not mere 
day may bring.forth. | | 
Laſt of all, (becauſe Þ am Joath as 
my Sun ſhould ſet in a cloud) The con- 
{ideration of 'this/point may ferve as a 
goodantidote aqpinſ defpair in an af- 
flicted condition; or as a cordial to ſay 
up our ſpurits (in the faddeft and moRt 
diſtreſſed times, and to teach us pari-_ 
ence and contemedriefs in them » that 
ſo as in profperity we: ſhould not ay, 
we-ſhall never be moved, fo nenher tn 
adverſity , that we ſhalt never be del- 
, vered; when we ſhall conſider ,' that- 
what _ of affliction ſoever we Jye 


- "Y under, 


—_— 
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undee,- is'not of xtontinuant, but of'a _ 
changeable riature.. And to this end 
we have the fare ſtaff of Gods pro-- 
mife'untor bis children to lean upon, as 
1n'the tenth Chapter to the Hebrews, 
where he ſays thus, Tet 2 little while, or 
rather as it runs in the Greck , yet how 
very very litle while, + (wich a double 
diminutive) and be that ſhall come, will 
vome;” and will not tarry. And in the 
precedent verſe he tells them, they have 
need of patience , that they may re- 
ceive this promiſe. + And in the twelfth 
| Chapter to the Hebrews , the Apoſtle 
takes'up an exhortation to it .from the 
Wiſe man , and makes a confolatory 
uſe of it to his Hebrews , withal taking 
' them to'task for their forgerfulneſs of 
it ; And ye have fargotten the exhortati- 
v# which ſpeaks unto you,as unto children : 
My Sor, deſpiſe not thou the chaſtning of 
* the Lord, nor faint, or be not broken in 
mind- (as others tranſlate it) when thou 
art rebuked of him. For we had (lays 
he) the fathers of* the fleſh-, who werily 
> H 4 chaſtened 


= bed ; - 
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'  chaftened us a few. days after their own 
pleaſure, avd we were patient. under 
their rod, and gave them reverence, but 
God a few days only , for our profit. 

Shall we not then be nuch rather in ſub- 
JeSriou to bim who is the father of ſpirits, 
and live ? 

Thus when Boetizs , that Chriſtian 
Conſul and Martyr at Rome, was wrong- 
fully- deprived by Theodoricus. of his 
Honours, Eſtate and Liberty, Philoſo- 
phy brings i in what we call Gods Provi- 
dence, comforting him in theſe words : 

I turn about my wheel continually, 


and delight to rumble things | upſide 


down ; why then doth thy wok ſhrink 


within thee , when as this changeable- 


ncſs of mine is cauſe enough for. thee to. 


hope.for better things ? 


And ſo alſo, when many of our Bre; - | 


 thren were heretofore in Exile for their 
Religion in Queen Martes 'days,, what 
(1 pray). did that Fewel of our Church 
comfort them with, but onely this, Hee 
wou durabunt, etatem ; Thele will not 


endurg 


| 


en —— 
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"| gndure an Age? - as indeed. you know 


\ 


they did not, her Reign being not full 
out fix years time. of | 
And with the ſame conſideration alſo 
ſhould we chear up our ſelves now un- 
der that black cloud that hangs. over 
the Church, chat it will not 'endure an 
Age, but be as Ephraim's righteouſneſs 
was; . even as the'morning cloud, or as 
the early dew that paſſes away. 
© To this end, it will pat be amils to 
note, how the afflitions of Gods people 
in the Scripture, are run out not by a- 


, ny lang traft of time, as by an Age, 


Year, Month, Week, or the like ; but 


by the ſhorteſt meaſures that can be, as - 


by a Day : now a Day (you know ) 
holds not lang, but is quickly. gone, c- 


. venasa flying Bird, or a Poaſt that nun- 


neth by. And thus good Hetekiab calls 
the time of Senuacheribs rage. againſt 
Judab, a Day of trouble, Ifa. 37.0: 3+ 


. Or if this þe not enough,  you-have - 


them then contracted withjn, /a leſſer 
room, and meaſur'd onely bya Night, 
2 which 


; \ 


} 


— — 
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o 
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= natnral Day, and therefore ib + 

deal ſhorter. And this made the! Pro- 
phet David ſay,” Pſuk 30 44.9." That 
breavineſ7 may enthure. for 's for is Wight, but joy 
cometh in the Morwing.” Phe time then 
that heavineſs ſhall endute.to the God- 
ly can be but a Niphe at the: longeſt, 
but whether ir ſhall be {o long br-no,, 
- the Prophiet is very uncertain ane unſ- 
tisfied, for which cauſe. he exprefids it 
Here with a Maybe, wie —_— 
dure for a Night. 

\ But'if this exprefion be not full e- 
nough to fer forth the brevity of them, 
our Savior doth it- then by an Hour , 
which is ſharter yet, and but the forr 
and ewentieth part'of a natural Day 5 
for ſo he calls the time of his perſecu 
tion by the High Prieſts and Elders of 
the people, Their hour, ani the power 
of Darkneft = 22. 53. 

Or, if this be yet too long a ſpace to 
ſet forth the brevity of their affitions. s 
and to give a through Comfort-to Gods 


whitch is no more. but the - how ar] 


peOp le, ' 


. 
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ple; their Hetle continyanice is then 
expreſfd by 7 Moment, which I'am 
fare-is ſhort cnouph 3 ſo. you haye it, 
Ife.'g 4: v. 7." © For 4 frralf moment (fays 
God to his/Church ) Have I forſaken 
thee, but with* great mercy will I gather 
thee: ' And again, v. $:” It 2 little wzath. 
I bidt my Face from thee for a momept ,, 
bit with eaerlaſting Kindneſs will T have 
mercy upon thee. : er 87 

Or laſt of all, if any time can be 
ſhorter than this, it muſt then be the 


\. preſent time ; yet ſuch are the ſuffer- 


ings of Gods children, in St. Pauls ac- 
eount, but the ſufferings of the preſent 
time, Rom. 8. 18. and a ſhorter time 
than this there cannot be. For as the 
French our Neighbours are faid to be 
for their inconſiderateneſs, Animalia 
fine praterito £- fiuturo, Creatures that 
have reſpe& neither to time paſt nor 
time to come : ſo may we fay of the 
preſent time, That it is as ſhort a 
meaſure as can poſlibly be imagined , 
having in it nothing either of time paſt 

or 
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not yet born unto us. And. yet we fee 
here for all this, that St. Pax, when he 
had caſt up the account of all which 
ke fuffered 5 the canſs of Chriſt, how 
he reckons and concludes it to be one- 
ly the ſuffering of the preſent time , 
and not a 2 to be compared with 
the glory that ſhall be revealed, 
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A Prayer. 


Lmighty God, who rule$i the Sea'of 
this World by thy power , and 
whoſe paths are in the roughe$i Waters: Z 
We the unworthie$t of all thy Servants 
commit onr frail Barks, with all that we 
have, to the Steerage of thee our great 
Pilot, - and faithful Preſerver : beſeech- 
ing thee ſo to order by thy good hand” of « 
Providence all outward contingencies to 
us, that we tay be able to bear up 
through them with a fleady and even 
Courſe , againft the ſeveral Storms. we 

| ſhall meet Sib in this pallage to onr 
. bleſſed Harbour of Eternity. And hows, 
ever earthly things may he Watery \ 
Billows. be every day rowling up” and. | 
down #n their wiciſſitudes Ss LAY 
yet ſuffer, oh ſuffer not the Heas 
Terk of our Reformed Religion to 
om any longer fo ane 


-_ P_—_ 6g Wha, * — L , 
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or for hdd Children led i | 
Fs y* - Dodtrine. 'F 
y, L ws be Sabo and unwavering in + 
Þ eroſion rhe 7 Kiith we have : i} 
4; and (Thou that art the God of 
b= ac paged okay uu 
in i by\vbe'\ ferxcd 
which \grt thy Word. of. nk, Me 
ſale Azchor. of. our Feith to vet wpox. 
| bord, pall a1.the Sails of nr deſwres 46-. 
. Wards. fleting wad tranftory fubſtances-: 
far who mill.caf$ bis eyes. wpon:that mbith 
= Yaath. aangs.to. flee wnny as an\Eagle t6- 
C-. Wards Heaven / Ballaſt, owr Spirits with 
i is 4, proſperaus. conditian.; and * 
i enber we hawe tbe .bigbelt and ynok plea- 
we. Galeof. the worlds ;facour far us | 
wer 47 \[igike\ or. ſpreading Sails. of - 
hk 91d to make amr [anity au \Wode- 
Jr mote, for 4be 
Pr 1a Byt -if tha iis 
zz 
9 One 
Rar 
WAGk-df aur 7 eepe- 


Y of 
rals; « 


| towards us ,. and not foods. 
Þ upon the Cleature,, #bich is ſo © + 
reſtleſs with us, but amidSt the ſundry 23 
». and various changes of the world, may u. o 
* There fix our Hearts; where onely true and"; 
'- wunchangeable joys are tobe found, wrogh k 0 ; 


_— Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Cn, 


